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Israeli 
peace 
movement 
struggling 
in state of 
confusion 

Bv Rebecca Trounscm 
OCCUPIED JERUSA¬ 
LEM—Naama Rokcm was 
still a preschooler when her 
leftist Israeli parents began 
taking her along to demon¬ 
strate agaiasi Israel's 19S2 
invasion of Lebanon. 

At 14. the dark-haired 
young girl started protest¬ 
ing on her own. standing 
each Friday on a Jerusalem 
street comer, holding signs 
that urged a succession of 
Israeli governments to 
make peace with the 
Palestinians. 

These days, as Israelis 
and Palestinians confront 
one another with rocks and 
rubber bullets and the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process tee¬ 
ters perilously dose to col¬ 
lapse, Rokem. now 20 and 
still leftist- slays home. 

“It seems futile to dem¬ 
onstrate." says the young 
woman, a second-year stu¬ 
dent at Jerusalem's Hebrew 
University. “It's not clear lo 
me now that the (peace! 
agreements Israel signed 
were good. It's very 
confusing." 

Less than a year after 
Israelis elected Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
to forge a new, more secure 
brand of peace with the Pal¬ 
estinians. political contacts 
between the two sides arc 
all but severed. Violent 
clashes between Palestin¬ 
ians and Israelis have 
resumed, along with Pales¬ 
tinian suicide bombings 
against Israeli civilians. 

But the Israeli peace 
movement, far from being 
inspired to dramatic action, 
has responded with relative 
silence to the crisis that 
many here see as the grav¬ 
est threat to the progress 
made since Israel and the 
Palestinians chose to end 
their historic enmity four 
years ago. 

-The peace camp is a sad 
story these days." laments 
Uri Avnery. an Israeli 
writer and veteran activist. 
“It’s as if everyone has 
gone lo sleep." 

The signs are numerous 
Peace Now—the oldest, 
largest Israeli peace group 
which once drew tens of 
thousands to rallies against 
Israel’s combat in Leba- 
non—could muster only 
about 200 people for each 
of two recent protests at the 
site of a controversial 
Israeli housing project in 
Arab East Jerusalem. The 
construction has caused the 
impasse in the talks. 

• A “Save the Peace roily 
in Tel Aviv’s Yitzhak 
Rabin Square, timed to 
coincide with Netanyahu s 

visit to Washington in early 

April, drew a crowd smaller 
lhan the 20.000 protesters 

predicted by organizers 

The mood -"•« 
almost tired. . • 

According to acDVI5 “ 
and sympathizers on the 

^i y iX*ere are many 
masons for ihe movements 
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Debate over national identity 
and political rights resurfaces 


By Raed AI Abed 

Slur Stuff Writer 
POLITICAL ANALYSTS, 
from different shade> ui the 
political spectrum, seem lo 
agree that until (he 1967 Arah- 
Isroeli war. the issue of national 
identity was never one nl eth¬ 
nicity. Until 1%7, Jordanians 
had a coherent perception of 
themselves. Jordan was 
accepted as a melting pot of 
Arabs. Circassians. Chechens. 
Armenians. Muslims. Chris- 
tiuns..cic.. 

The political debate of the 
genre was not about the make¬ 
up of the Jordanian citizen, hut 
over the course the country was 
taking. Before the June l%7 
debacle, the political agenda 
was set by the so-called Jorda¬ 
nian national movement. The 
platform was occupied by those 
who were against the policies 
of the government, and those 
who supported it. The main 
issues had a pan Arab dimen¬ 
sion: the Baghdad pact, the 
Anglo-Jnrdaniun treaty and of 
course the Nusscrile dogma and 
what it entailed for Jordan and 
Jordanians. Polarization was 
over issues and not ethnic ori¬ 
gin or religion. The issue of 
Jordanians being for this and 
Palestinians for that was 
unheard of. 

The advent of hundreds of 


thousands ul displaced Pales¬ 
tinians to Jordan after live I9n7 
war added enormous social, 
economic and poliiical pressure 
on Jordanian society. After the 
1970 armed conflict between 
the Army Jnd Palestinian 
armed groups, the unique unity 
that endured lor decades was 
finally challenged. 

Since then the national 
dchatc took :i different twist. 
East Bank Jordanians began 
talking about their unique 
national identity and about the 
fact that they were economi¬ 
cally and politically disadvan¬ 
taged. Today they talk openly 
about the conundrum of dual 
loyalty among the Jordanians 
uf Palestinian origin. East 
Bankers speak openly about 
their fear of solving Ihe Pales¬ 
tinian refugee problem at the 
expense of Jordan. 

In recent weeks, the debate 
centered on the reasons why 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin 
arc refraining from active polit¬ 
ical participation. 

Both parts of the equation. 
Palestinian-Jordanians and 
Easi-Jordanians agree lhal such 
a phenomenon exists, but differ 
on its causes. 

■The Jordanian people on the 
Jordanian land are nut [an| 
homogeneous Icnlityl”said Mr 
Abdel’ Hadi AI Majali. head ol 


the newly lormed center-right 
National (.‘iinstitutional Party. 
■‘There .ire seser.il sectors that 
Jurjcleri/c Jordanian society. 
Ihe Jordanians |nl Jordanian 
origin|. Jordanians of Palestin¬ 
ian origin, the refugees and the 
displaced.’’ 

During a forum held last 
week. AI Majjli. who was a 
minister in the previous govern¬ 
ment. said he believes thjt the 
reason that Jordanians of Pales¬ 
tinian origin refrain trom par¬ 
ticipating in the Jordanian hodv 
politic is the result of “the offi¬ 
cial double standard policy ol 
ihe stale which gave them polit¬ 
ical rights and passports, while 
simull.mei »us|v considered 
them as refugees in Jordan." 

Howe-.er. Pr Labib Kain- 
hawi. a political analyst, told 
Tlu' Slur the he believes that 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin 
"have not taken j decision to 
disengage from Jordanian poli¬ 
tics. hut they were forced to 
disengage by the systematic 
policies that began jlter l*M) 
These policies were Jisguised 
and undeclared" Kamhawi 
believes that such policies 
became “open after the admin¬ 
istrative and legal disengage¬ 
ment with the West Bank in 
PtSS." 

Jordanians of Palestinian ori¬ 
gin have acquired their status 


• His Majesty King Hussein 
speaking before top ranking mili¬ 
tary officers at the AI Hussein 
Medical City, Wednesday. The 
King made a comprehensive re¬ 
view of the political situation in 
Jordan and the region touching 
on the upcoming elections , the ec¬ 
onomic situation and government 
plans to deal with administrative 
sluggishness , national unity 
among others. 

The King made an emotional 
plea for all members of society to 
be responsible in their defence of 
national unity adding that Jordan 
will always be the shoulder on 
which the Palestinians can lean 
on. He said Jordan will never be 
an alternative homeland for any 

party. ... 

The meeting was attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, Prime Minister 
Abdel Salam Majali and other 
senior officials. 



as Jordanian citizens through 
the unit*, agreement between 
the Wot Bank and the East 
Bank m I dsn. Kamhawi disa¬ 
greed with AI Majali's interpre¬ 
tation ol the citizenship issue. 
He said that the citizenship of 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin 
"is a full-fledged and genuine 
right.” He added that "the refu¬ 
gee status is a political one that 
is meant to protect the right to 
return to Palestine." 

Kamhawi stressed that this 
refugee status "should not be 
used by any Jordanian politi¬ 
cian as j weapon against Pales¬ 
tinians with the idea of steeling 
their rights from them." 

Many local politicians 
agreed that as a consequence of 
the previous conflicts between 
Jordan and the PLO. the suc¬ 
cessive Jonimian governments 
launched a series of "Jordaniza- 
tion” processes aimed at mak¬ 
ing slate’s institutions off limit 
to Jordanians of Palestinian ori¬ 
gin. "Such official policy, 
created a kind ot schism which 
iransiormed a large sector of 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin 
into a secluded community,” 
*,aid Mr Hani Hourani. a 
researcher and the director of 
AI l : rdun AI Jadid Research 
Center. 

Hourani believes that 
another lactor played a role in 
preventing Pulestinian- 

Jordanians from being active in 
the local political life. This is 
the "popular slogans pumped 
up by the Palestinian resistance 
movement, which talked about 
a united Palestinian people, in 
Palestine and in the diaspora." 
Hourani explained that this Pal¬ 
estinian political culture found 
fertile ground in refugee camps 
in Jordan and elsewhere. 

As a result many Patesiinian- 
Jordanians found themselves 
caught in ihe middle, between 
the hammer of the rise of East 
Jordanian sentiments, which 
discouraged their involvement 
m loul polities, and Ihe anvil 
nl a Palestinian political culture 
seeking to assert itself, espe¬ 
cially in the face uf a Zionist 
enemy. Therefore. Hourani 
added, "they paid the price in 
ihe form nl gi\ing up some of 
their rights as Jordanian 
citizens 

AI Majali said The weakness 
ol national allegiance is due to 
the strength of tribalism and the 
Palestinian presence in Jordan.” 
During his service as a minister 
in the previous government. AI 
Majali created public •air when 
he repealed his accusation of 

Continued on page 2 


S. Africa turns to private 
sector for jails 


By Roger Matthews 
JOHANNESBURG—The 
South African government is 
set to make its biggest break¬ 
through in relations with the 
private sector since the African 
National Congress took power 
three years ago. 

Tender documents will be 
released shortly asking compa¬ 
nies to bid for the financing, 
construction and operation of 
seven prisons at art estimated 
cost of over $337 million. 

If the project 
is successful it 
U likely to be 
the first or 
many. a ™ 
could allow the 
government to 
withdraw 
completely 
from financing 

A ^^K,nEU>«"? rldlei t5 

in privatising prisons, and 


Wor 

Report 


could be the find of many 
infrastructure developments in 
other sectors, especially trans¬ 
port. to attract foreign bidders. 

South Africa's prisons were 
severely overcrowded when the 
ANC took office and numbers 
have since been rising by about 
10.000 :i year. 

Escapes are endemic, with 
an average <»f over 10ft prison¬ 
ers, from petty thieves to mur¬ 
derers, breaking free each 
month. 

The prison 
population hit 
125.IXIO at the 
end uf Decem¬ 
ber. is now 

i 34.0011. and is 
expected to reach 
147.000 by the 
end of 
next year. 

Current facili¬ 
ties in 253 jails allow for a 
maximum of 97,000 prisoners, 
and the total stall' level of 


39.1 MH» 
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requiremenis 

The rising prison population 
reflecis South Africa's world 
leadership in several categories 
uf crime, particularly murder, 
r.ipc and armed car hijackings. 
Public anger at the relatively 
low levels t«l arrcMi and con¬ 
victions is abu mounting and 
has led tu calls lor a stale ol 
emergency. 

Mr Sipo Mzimela. the cor¬ 
rectional services minister, said 
the prison building programme 
anticipated greater police suc¬ 
cess. and viewed (he seven new 
prisons, with their 10.000 pop¬ 
ulation. as "a drop in the 
ocean." In the longer lerm he 
was looking for 50.90ft more 
prison spaces at a cost ol up to 
R12 billion. 

This is a great opportunity 
for foreign and local compa¬ 
nies becju.se their returns are 
guaranteed by the govern¬ 
ment.” Mr Mzimela said. 
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The companies will have to 
finance, design and operate the 
new jails, and commit them¬ 
selves to jn agreed programme 
of health care, hygiene, and 
rehabilitation. Revenue will 
come from a fixed daily pay- 
mem per prisoner. 

Mr Goiiz Wessmann. special 
adviser to (he minister, said the 
daily per capita cost to Ihe gov¬ 
ernment of keeping prisoners 
was R68. Companies would 
also have lo train staff, and not 
pouch existing prison officers. 
"We do not intend to end up 
competing against our selves,” 
he said. "We also do not expect 
there to be any escapes, and 
operating companies will be 
penalised should any occur." 

The performance of compa¬ 
nies will he monitored by 
prison inspectors, headed by a 
judge, and provision made for 
the suspension of the contract 

Continued on page3 


Islamic schools targeted in 
Turkish political fight 


Bv Richard Boudreaux 

ANKARA—Mukaddes Erz- 

eren’s parents threw a party to 
celebrate her enrollment last 
fall at the super-competitive 
Tevfik Ileri junior high—but 
not because the school was a 
smart career move for an aspir¬ 
ing engineer. 

"They rejoiced because I 
could become a good Muslim 
and cover my head." said the 
gangly 12-year-old. her bespec¬ 
tacled’ face framed by a tight 
white scarf identical to those of. 
her classmates. "This scarf is 
pan of my religion.” 

The junior high is one of 610 
Islamic academics that have 
sprouted across Turkey to meet 
a growing demand for religious 
education and freedom in the 
Middle East's most rigidly sec¬ 
ular Muslim society—where 
public-school girts and female 
civil servants are barred by law 
from covering up. 

In recent weeks, the acade¬ 
mics have become targets or 
the Turkish military, which 
calls them breeders of Islamic 
fundamentalism and wants to 
slash their enrollments. ’Die 
accusation has fueled a crisis 
that could bring down modem 
Turkey's first Islamist-led gov¬ 
ernment, which refuses to curb 
the schools. 

So divisive is the conflict 
between supporters of Prime 
Minister Necmeilin Erbakan's 
10-monih-old coalition and sec¬ 
ularists backed by the army that 
children as young as Erzeren 
feel caught up in it. 

They're so scared of us,” 
she said during a break at. the 
school's concrete campus in 
Ankara, the Turkish capital. 
"But they will never have the 
power to shut us down." 

Twice this year the five gen¬ 
erals on Turkey's National 
Security Council have pressed 
for specific steps to roll back 
Islamic influences not only in 


education but in foreign policy, 
broadcasting and other areas of 
public life. Rumors of an immi¬ 
nent coup have swept the coun¬ 
try for weeks. 

Militant secularists, most of 
them women who fear that 
scarves or veils will eventually 
be imposed on them, have 
marched in Ankara in the first 
mass protests against Erbakan's 
government And in a counter- 
demonstration in Istanbul on 
Sunday—Turkey's largest rally 
in decades—hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people chanted verses 
from the Koran to protest the 
military's moves against the 
schools. 

The struggle is being 
watched closely throughout the 
Islamic world, where Turkey 
has been a model for moderate 
leaders. Kemal Ataturk. Tur¬ 
key's ruler after World War I. 
abolished the Islamic caliphate 
and declared a secular, demo¬ 
cratic and European state. 

Turkey’s armed forces, self- 
appointed guardians of that 
identity, have seized power 
three times since I960, but 
their latest ultimatums have 
been largely ignored. While he 
withdrew a bill to lift the 52- 
year-old restriction on religious 
head coverings, Erbakan has 
stood firm on other points and 
held together his coalition with 
the secular True Path Party of 
former Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller. 

The generals make clear in 
private that "secularism means 
more to them than democracy," 
said a diplomat in Ankara, not¬ 
ing their fear that Turkey could 
become a theocratic state like 
neighboring Iran. “They hope 
they wiU not have to intervene 
... but they cannot allow this 
standoff to continue." 

Erbakan, whose Welfare 
Parly won 21 percent of die 
vote in the last elections, in 
December 1995. has backed 
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Erbakan 

away from campaign pledges to 
quit NATO and break with 
Israel—those ties are valued by 
the military commanders. But 
he is courting Islamic regimes 
in Iran. Iraq and Libya. 

The military's first open 
challenge came in February 
after the mayor from Erbakan's 
party in Sincan. an Ankara sub¬ 
urb, invited the Iranian ambas¬ 
sador to a rally and both men 
called for a Turkey ruled by 
Islamic law. The mayor went to 
jail, the ambassador went home 
under an expulsion threat, and 
tanks rolled in the suburb's 
streets. 

Many Turks were stunned by 
the mayor's outburst of radical¬ 
ism. In its search for the reason, 
the military’ singled out the 

Islamic academies. which 
started in the 1950* to train 
boys from the sixth grade and 
up to lead prayers in mosques. 

In a report this month, the 
office of the armed forces chief 
of staff noted that these “imam- 
hatip" vocational academies, 
which are administered by the 
slate, have evolved since the 
1980s into prep schools as well 
as places for religious training 
and that they now admit girls. 

Continued on page 2 


Government strikes hard 
to save country’s water 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Slur Staff Writer 
THE ISSUE of water shortage 
in Jordan is upon us again as the 
summer heat sums to sting. 
This shortage is seen os intracta¬ 
ble from the regional water 
arrangement. The disagreement 
over water sharing that led to 
what was described as a mini 
crisis between Jordan and Israel 
is seen io be a major pan of the 
problem. 

The agreement was facing 
problems from the sum because 
of Israel's unwillingness to 
abide to its commitments to pro¬ 
vide Jordan with 50 million 
cubic meters of water, as 
agreed. 

Finolly, it appeared last week 
that Jordanian and Israeli offi¬ 
cials solved the water dispute: 
the agreement will now be 
implemented in two phases. 

Water Minister Dr Munther 
JJaddadin said that 25 to 30 mil¬ 
lion cubic meters will be 
pumped to Jordan from lake 
Tiberias via pipelines to the 
King Abdullah Canal in the first 
phase. The remainder will be 
provided to the country after 
three years fthe second phase), 
it will be pumped after con¬ 
structing a 5120 million water 
dam. 

This development makes it 
necessary for the Water Minis¬ 
try to start regulating the supply 
of water in accordance with 
available quantifies. 



Haddadin 

In a press conference last 
Tuesday, Dr Haddadin said that 
his ministry will take strict 
measures against those who 
"monopolize" the water net¬ 
works. be it whether for drink¬ 
ing water, industry, irrigation or 
otheT purposes. 

Haddadin also added that the 
law that regulates unlicensed 
artesian wells, whose number is 
more than 600 around the King¬ 
dom. will be fully implemented 
for the first time, but he pointed 
out that licensed wells will not 
be affected. 

In on official advertisement in 
the daily press last week, the 
government asked citizens to 
close illegal wells, before it 
takes legal action against viola¬ 
tors. The list of names published 


in the ad included several high 
ranking official and former 
ministers. 

Underground water basins 
supply Jordan with 277 million 
cubic meters annually but (his is 
slowly being depleted because 
of excess use of water amount¬ 
ing to Afbre than 515 million 
cubic meters. 

This badly affects the 
reserves as the ratio ol" salt in 
sweet drinking water slowly 
increase after lime. 

But inevitably as the water 
supply decreases, its cost goes 
up. Haddadin said ihe govern¬ 
ment lately approved new prices 
increases that will take effect 
from October. 

Haddadin said that his minis¬ 
try had no choice because if 
prices remain unchanged, then 
the Water AutJiority will 
become bankrupt. 

U costs the Water Authority a 
staggering JD I for a cubic 
meter of water. Bui Haddadin 
points out that this will apply 
only to hospitals, hotels, compa¬ 
nies shops and factories. 

However, for every house¬ 
hold whose water consumption 
is above the new limit of 50 
cubic meters per season will pay 
850 fils per cubic meter. 

Haddadin said that the new 
price is expected to reduce the 
water bill for those people who 
consume less, while it increases 

Continued on page2 
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Adeeb Abbassi 


Death of a Jordanian hermit 


By Manvan Asmar 

Star Staff Writer 

HE LIVED as a loner and died a lonely 
man. And just as in life, Adeeb Abbassi's 
deaih carried a poignant message; a state¬ 
ment made by a man who believed in a 
cause. His death last week, at the age of 
92. came few weeks after he began a hun¬ 
ger strike to protest Israel’s decision to 
build a Jewish settlement in East Jerusa¬ 
lem. Tired and worn down by the years, 
the hunger strike lasted for about two 
weeks. 

His death, after a long illness, and 
shortly after he began his protest, befitted 
the hermetic life he led after the loss of 
Palestine in 1948. He was so moved by 
this loss that he shut himself away from a 

cruel world which voted for “the unjust 
creation of the Jewish state in Palestine." It 
was also seen as a protest against the great 
injustices that was levelled against the 
Arabs. 

He never really recovered from the great 
Arab disaster in Palestine. He stopped 
wanting to be part of a society in which he 
had heen active. For the next 50 years he 
remained a recluse until his death. 

His hopes dashed, his dreams shanered. 
nobody in Jordan and the Arab world was 
to hear abouL Abbassi until 1977 when he 
made a rare interview. 

Bom in 1905 in A! Husn near irbid, 
Abbasi was something of an unknown sol¬ 
dier: a man of great intellect whose swond 
became his pen. For him the pen was 
mightier simply because of the state of 
helplessness he felt at the time. Indeed 
some would argue that this was a reflec¬ 
tion of the general Arab helplessness that 
was fell against the great power rivalry and 
politics that dominated the region at the 
time. Centuries of Ottoman rule were fol¬ 
lowed by British and French occupation of 


Syria. Lebanon. Palestine. Jordan. Iraq and 
the Gulf. 

The second Jordanian ever to enter the 
American University of Beirut. Abbassi's 
love for the Arabic language was so 
intense, that he switched from a politics 
and economics major to Arabic and 
psychology. 

For him studying the Arabic language 
was a means to reaffirm his Arab identity. 
Indeed his reaction was easily understood 
in such a situation of foreign domination. 

His studies would serve him well later. 
Up till 1948 Abbassi was active in the 
political and cultural life of the region, first 
as a student and then as a writer. 

His years at college in Nazareth in the 
early 1920's and later at the AUB in Leba¬ 
non sharpened his critical faculties and left 
an indelible mark on his character, some¬ 
thing that stayed with him for the rest of 
his life. 

During the 1930s and 1940s, he would 
continue writing in Jordanian. Palestinian. 
Lebanese. Syrian and Egyptian newspa¬ 
pers and magazines. These included Al 
Hilal, Al Muqtataf and Al Risalu. 

He became so well read that the British 
mandatory authorities in the inter-war 
years regarded his writing as inflammatory 
and banned them. Even his mail was not 
allowed to get through to neighboring 
countries. During World War II. the Brit¬ 
ish accused Abbassi of helping the Nazis 
in their war efforts against the Allies. 

Although described of being a recluse, 
from 1948 onwards, he would strongly 
deny that in the rare interviews he gave in 
his later years. 

He would point out that although he 
shunned publicity and led a life of solitude, 
he always kept in touch with events 
through radio and newspapers. And of 
course, his house in Al Husn. which has 
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Abbassi's house in Al Husn which he later turned into a museum 


now been turned into u museum, has 
always remained open for the few people 
who ventured into his private world. 

As testimony to his intellectual prowess, 
over the years, he wrote over 90 manu¬ 
scripts penaining to literature, poetry, phi¬ 
losophy and astronomy. During his life, he 
only published one book. The Return ■>/ 
Lukemaii. and a set of poetry collections. 

His failure to publish more books could 
be looked upon in a way as a further dem¬ 
onstration of his anger against the loss of 
Palestine. 

Although he was revered by many Jor¬ 
danian intellectuals. Abbasi never got the 


recognition he deserved in the intellectual 
arena. This was partly of his own doing as 
Rox Al Azizi. a literary man of his genera¬ 
tion. points out. 

Through his self-imposed exile. Abbasi 
did himself a great injustice. The feeling 
was that he could have done more being in 
society rather than out of iL However this 
is not to underestimate his great intellec¬ 
tual ability and his literary work. 

Former head of Jordan Writer’s Associ¬ 
ation. Ibrahim Abbsi. says that Abbassi 
never received his due credit in this 
country. 

Abbassi never married. He once told a 


Abbassi in later life 
journalist that he broke off his engagement 

to a local girl soon after his mother died. 
He only wanted to marry to please his 
mother. . 

In the Final years of his life. Abbassi was 
cared for by nuns in the Rosary Hospital in 
Irbid. He left the hospital 90 dunums of 
land in Al Husn and JD 13,000. A few 
hours before his death, he donated his cor¬ 
neas to the Jordanian Eye Bank. 

Sadly his death or what he died for did 
not represent much to the Jordanian public. 
Since he started with his hunger strike as a 
protest against Israeli settlement policies, 
the press, failed to give his last courageous 
statement of protest ample coverage. 

Like many great men of our time. 
Abbassi was recognized just when he was 
about to leave this world. Ten days before 
his death, Jordanian intellectuals meeting at 
Amman Private University acknowledged 
that Abbassi was one of the foremost writ¬ 
ers to have an impact on the modem Jorda¬ 
nian short story. ■ 


Debate over national identity 
and political rights resurfaces 


Israeli peace movement 
struggling in state of confusion 


Continued from page 1 

Palestinian-Jordanians of "dou¬ 
ble political loyally." Al 
Majali's statements elicited 
heated replies from many fig¬ 
ures from all sides and public 
debate was not halted until His 
Majesty King Hussein inter¬ 
fered to close the topic. 

During the forum, which 
was attended by several Jorda¬ 
nian politicians. AI Majali said 
the administrative and legal 
disengagement decision "was 
incomplete, because it ignored 
to clarify issues related to the 
citizenship of the Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin and their 
political rights.” He believed 
such an oversight had negative 
outcomes leading to questions 
regarding their [Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin] "status in 
the future Palestinian state.” 

Some eastern Jordanians 
have openly expressed their 
fear of what they call "the Pal¬ 
estinian political penetration in 
Jordan." 

Despite Al Majali's confir¬ 
mation that "he is not against 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori¬ 
gin.” he stressed that “Palestin¬ 


ian political influence is strong 
as evident in the activities of 
the professional associations." 

Such an accusation is 
rejected by the majority of 
political activists. “This should 
not be acceptable because you 
can not set yourself up as a 
judge of more than half of the 
population of Jordan.” Kam- 
hawi said. "You can not neu¬ 
tralize more than half of the 
population of the country, and 
claim that you have a healthy 
situation.” 

Since the begining of the 
democratization process in 
1989, most Palestinian factions 
which existed In Jordan either 
transformed themselves into 
Jordanian political parties, 
which later became licensed, or 
disappeared from the local 
political life of Jordan. 

The People's Democratic 
Party (Hashd) and the Demo¬ 
cratic Popular Unity Patty were 
both formally Jordan's 
branches of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation Pales¬ 
tine and the Popular Front for 
the Liberation Palestine 
successively. 

Hourani said the talk about a 
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Palestinian political penetration 
in Jordan is an “illusion.” He 
added that "the PLO and the 
rest of the Palestinian factions 
are not much concerned about 
the conditions of Palestinians 
in the diaspora in general," so 
long as "they have all their 
efforts geared at dealing with 
the extraordinary situation in 
Palestine." 

Those who defend the so- 
called Palestinian influence in 
local Jordanian politics say the 
shared historical and geograph¬ 
ical factors between Jordan and 
Palestine and thus it is only 
logical to have the Palestinian 
issue as part and parcel of the 
political program of the Jorda¬ 
nian political parties. 

Al Majali believes that there 
is a separate Palestinian iden¬ 
tity and there is a possibility 
for the creation of a Palestinian 
entity. He asked the Palestinian 
leadership to "talk about the 
people of the future Palestinian 
slate, and to specify 'who is the 
Palestinian."' 

But till then, observers 
believe that the Jordanian gov¬ 
ernment has to put an end to 
any debate that harms the 
national unity among Jordani¬ 
ans of different origins. 

'To be active in the political 
life of the country is a right for 
all citizens and does not contra¬ 
dict with the right to return for 
die Palestinians," said Hourani. 
“There is a political vacuum 
among the young of Palestinian 
origin. Tbey have to practice 
their rights as citizens.” 

“We want to see an end to 
the discrimination against Pal¬ 
estinians in public offices, in 
the armed forces, in the public 
security and in government 
institutions." Kamhawi said. 
“But you can't just sit down 
and choose your citizens. This 
does not happen in a state."■ 
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Continued from page 1 

In September, many peace 
activists despaired when Netan¬ 
yahu's rightist government 
opened a new entrance to a tour¬ 
ist tunnel in old Jerusalem, 
sparking Palestinian rioting that 
left 75 people dead. But in Janu¬ 
ary. peace groups praised his 
decision to follow through on an 
agreement by the previous gov¬ 
ernment to turn most of the 
West Bank city of Hebron over 
to Palestinian control. 

•'The view of Netanyahu has 
changed every few months." 
said Mossi Ruz. executive direc¬ 
tor of Peace Now. "I think it’s 
been hard lor many people to 
tell whether he was making 
peace or not.” 

Other factors have contrib¬ 
uted. including a simmering 
competition between some of 
the more established peace 
groups and their newer rivals. 
Tike Dor Shalom. 

But the main reason for the 
movement's malaise, many 
said, is that. aL the heart of the 
current crisis in the negotiations 
with the Palestinians, lies the 
issue of Jerusalem, an emotion¬ 
ally wrenching subject even for 
leftist Israelis. 

Peace talks have been dead¬ 
locked since Israel broke ground 
March 18 for 6.000 Jewish 
homes on a hilltop known in 
Hebrew as Har Homa and in 
Arabic as Jahal Abu Ghneim. 
The project would complete a 
circle of Jewish neighborhoods 
around the traditionally Arab 
side of the city, which Palestin¬ 
ians view as the capital of a 
future Palestinian state. 

Under the Oslo accords, 
which laid out the framework 
for the current negotiations, the 
most sensitive disputes between 
the Palestinians and Israelis— 
including Jerusalem, refugees 
and borders—were to be dis¬ 
cussed in talks near the antici¬ 
pated end of the process. 

Palestinians say the housing 
development is an attempt to 


create “facts on the ground" that 
will pre-empt talks. Israel, in 
turn, says that nothing in the 
interim agreements bars it from 
building within the boundaries 
of Jerusalem. 

To complicate matters, the 
Labor government. which 
signed peace accords with the 
Palestinians in 1993 and 1995. 
initiated the plans for the hous¬ 
ing project. But it never started 
any building, fearing that the 
move would disrupt the 
negotiations. 

Thus, when the bulldozers 
began clearing ground. Labor 
leaders responded with a mes¬ 
sage that was anything but clear. 

. In the end. most said they 
supported the project but criti¬ 
cized Netanyahu for starting 
construction at a time of deep 
distrust between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

The major peace groups have 
been unable to agree on a uni¬ 
fied position. Peace Now 
opposes the project but Dor Sha¬ 
lom has opted -against taking a 
position at all. 

The mixed messages have 
left many of the movement’s 
likely sympathizers, including 
Rokem and several friends, 
uncertain of how to proceed. 

Meanwhile. Palestinians, 
including several involved in 
the talks, say they are bewil¬ 
dered that Israeli leftists have 
not responded more dramati¬ 
cally. say. by lying down before 
bulldozers or holding bigger or 
more frequent protests. “1 think 
that the majority of Israelis do 
realize that (Netanyahu) is 
working against their interests.” 
said Saeb Erekat. who heads the 
Palestinian negotiating team. 
"It's very hard to explain why 
we don't see 300.000 people 
demonstrating in Tel Aviv. 
Muvbe they know it's a lost bat¬ 
tle/’ ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Islamic schools targeted 
in Turkish political fight 


Continued from page 1 

The academies, the report 
asserted, are producing an Isla¬ 
mist electoral base. They are 
growing so fast, it warned, that 
academy graduates—coupled 
with those finishing evening or 
summer courses in the Koran— 
would be enough to produce a 
landslide in the 2005 elections, 
enabling Islamists to rule with¬ 
out restraint by secularist allies. 

The Islamic academies have 
an enrollment of about half a 
million junior high and high 
school students in a country of 
64 million people. Financed by 
parents and private donors as 
well as by the stare, the acade¬ 
mies often are better equipped 
and staffed than Turkey's 
underfunded secular schools. 
And because of religious disci¬ 
pline. they are freer of drugs, 
gang fights and other distract¬ 
ing problems, parents and 
teachers say. Their graduates 
score higher on university 
entrance exams. 

"Secular forces have them¬ 
selves to blame," said former 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit, a 
socialist. “For decades, the 
stare has left a vacuum in the 
educational field that is now 
being filled by radical Islamic 
groups with ample financial 
means." 

The military is demanding a 
law that would raise the manda¬ 
tory period of secular education 
from five years to eight, thus 
abolishing the junior high sec¬ 
tions of Islamic academies. 
Erbakan has resisted the change 
as an unacceptable restriction j 
of free choice. 

“The secularism they preach 1 
here is like atheism," said j 
Abdullah Gul, Erbakan’s minis¬ 
ter of state. “I want my son to 
know something about his 
religion. If you demand this 
fundamental right, you are 
branded a fundamentalist." 

Supporters and critics of the 
system agree on one thing: 


of 
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Religious training has a bigger 
impact in junior high than it 
does later. “After a kid reaches 
puberty, it's harder to put him 
in a room and make him mem¬ 
orize the Koran," said one 
Islamic scholar working for the 
government. 

Aside from the scarves, the 
prayers, the separate class¬ 
rooms for boys and girls, and 
the religion classes, which take 
up at least 13 hours a week out 
of 40. the academies look a lot 
like regular Turkish schools. 

Students and administrators: 
espouse tolerance for the rights 
of less-observant Muslims, 
including the many teachers 
allowed to give nonreligious 
instruction at the schools with¬ 
out wearing scarves. 

Asked how many of them 
hang out with students from 
secular schools, eveiy girl in 
one classroom at Istanbul's 
Kadikoy school raised her 
hand. “We’re not aliens," said 
a voice from the rear, sending 
the room into giggles. 

“We’re part of the system. 
We respect the system." said 
Hamit Karadeniz. principal of 
the 6,000-student Tevfik fieri 
school in Ankara. "None of 
our graduates has ever thrown 
a bomb or shota policeman. If 
they shut us down, they’re 
likely to start a movement of 
underground schools that will 
really confront the system." ■ 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Service 


Government 
strikes hang: 
to save U 
country ’s % 
water ; 

Continued from 
the bill of of those with * 
higher'consumption. - 
The objective of uu£f= 
says Water Ministry offr~ ; 
dais is to reduce wrter^ 
• consumption m 

country, 

The-latest amendmeras ;? 
on the J water tariffr 
save the treasury JD J+ i 
million. Haddadui said:\±i 
Haddadih jjomted outr 
that the ministry decided 
to appoint a local cam^s 
pany tote fully response, 
ble to operate and provide.-' 
maintenance for watery 
and sewage- networks 
the Greater Amman,:* 
Municipality: His com- -; 
pany is expected to starts 
its operations by October =f 
In summer, water-scap-H 
city becomes' controvert 
sral. -Speaking on thfe-H 
issue, Qusai Qteishat. the.;'-, 
secretary general of the'; ? 
Water Authority said ewer. 
the last three years 
ministry managed to deaf,'; 
with the impending watery 
problem. He added tha-i 
existing water quantities^, 
remain stable,. white,-.- 
demand increases anne-^ 
ally by four percent- •' ■' 
This means that there wW 
a shortage of 25 percent 
annually. 

Qteishat added that we;’ 
are only able to meet 75 _ 
percent of these needs by-2 
strictly regulating the . 
water supply to all areas-.. 
in the country and to. 
make sure that water ! 
reaches every house in the - 
country, particularly in 
summer, us the need for 
-water, rises by 40 percent 
compared with winter. 

There is an accumu¬ 
lated shortage of more 
than 33 percent 
According to latest esti¬ 
mates. available quantities 
of water annually are 
1000 million cubic meters 
covering. agriculture. - 
industry and household 
utilizations. - 
The volume of pumped 
water is 246 million cubic 
meters out of/.one billion - 
cubic tneiers- of JordahTs 
total water potential This-' 
means there is a waste of 
50 percent according 1 to’ 
official figures‘ 

The Ministry of Waiter 
lately prepared a new- 
strategy for water in the- 
country, in co-operation 
with the Water Authority- 
and the Jordan Valley.. 
Authority. 

This’, strategy was 
approvef, bjrthe N Cabinet. 

It deals with developing 
-water resources ,by seek¬ 
ing to solve the’ problem 
by Ttooperatirg^ith the' ■ 
neighboring countries of. 
the region. 

Moreover, it stressed 
the j?eed to increase peo¬ 
ple's awareness of proper 
water usage and calls for 
the need for the private 
sector to have, a greater 
role in research, finance 
j and 'development.-' ■- 
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j, Feature their 

:QSjprin^‘(S^sshibitian 

Presenting 

Crossing Borders 

to the fine arts of 

Australia, Canada, Denmark, 
Germany, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 
Norway, South Africa, Turkey 
The United Kingdom & 

The United States of America 

Exhibition Space: Courtesy of 
Jordan Construction Contractors As s odatum 
DesrGbobar 'behind The American Embassy 

May 3th Through i$?r 

■0:00 tun - 0:10 r-.v. 


The largest cake in the world 

THE MAKING of the largest cake. 2500 meter long and weighing ; 
74,000. was initialed by Hotel Inter.Continental Dubai's Executive ■ 
Chef Uwe Michcel in celebration of the 25 anniversary of the’ 
United Arab Emirates. It attracted participation of other 25 hotels* 
and caterers, and took Dubai by storm. 

The preparation of the cake which took ail executive chefs 25; 
days to prepare, with the aim of breaking the world record and; 
making it to the Guinness Book as the "largest cake in the world." • 
The making of cake, supported by Dubai Economic Departnuaii 
and Dubai Municipality, received enormous press coverage front 
the local and international media. ■ 
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THE GALLERY 

coiuiuiK invito you to view the photo exhibition: 

fragments 

or 

Jordanian Architectural Heritage 

WAEL AL-MASRI 

-ru" ;1S0} M u . v ! h- through \fav 22;,,. iv9" a; 

he Gallery Hotel Intercontinental jordan Ainnui 
Open daily 8 am - / pm. CSocd Enduv 
Tel 641301 Ext. 2HSx 
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Short stay for Israeli ambassador 

B A ne» entry lor (lie Guinness Book. of Records, Tile new 
Israeli ambassador in Jordan resigned after only four days uf 
(fine into his post. Mr Odcd Orjn was angry because lie 
was non iniormed about last week’s Aqaba meeting between 
His Majesty King Hussein and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu This created a bit i«f controversy in the 
Israeli government. 

Mr Netanyahu's ullice later issued j statement saying For¬ 
eign Minister David Levy and Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordcchai had been iniormed in advance of the Prime Min¬ 
ister's visit to try ynJ resolve the outstanding wau-r issues 
which. Netanyahu said, created a "mini-crisis” in Israel- 
Jordart relations. The statement implied that Mr Levy, was 
responsible for informing Foreign Ministry stall, in particular 
the embassy in Jordan. 

Former ambassador ie» Jordan Shimon Shamir said in an 
interview with The Jerusalem Post Iasi week that since the 
formation of the Netanyahu government, there have been 
"too many cases of misunderstanding, insufficient coordina¬ 
tion. use of improvised and irregular channels, and leaks 
about secret meetings...” 

King cancels visit to Israel 

■ His Majesty King Hussein cancelled a visit to Israel that 
was scheduled for next month. He was to receive an 
honorary doctorate from the Tel Aviv Technical 
(Polytechnic;. Jordan’s ambassador to Israel Omar Al Rifai 
said that the liming of the King's visit was unsuitable. 
According to The Jerusalem Pm/. Al Rifai sjid that King 
Hussein would be pleased to accept the title at his palace in 
Amman or at the Technion at a later time. 

Increasing the puff 

■ It's good news for smokers this week. The Secretary 
General of the Ministry’ of Supply. Mr Ahmed Khreishati. 
said that the private sector will soon be allowed to import 
foreign cigarettes. For the last 20 years, the import of foreign 
cigarettes was limited to the Ministry of Supply. Would this 
mean that cigarette prices will be floated? Judging from the 
prevailing government philosophy this will be the case, and 
ihc price tag of RoUimans. Dunhill and a Marlboro will 
depend on supply and demand. 

Going it alone 

■ The Islamic Action Front (1AF) said that it won't he 
fighting the November elections under a united list with the 
leftists and nationalist parlies. IAF members feel that they 
would stand a better chance going ii alone. Islamists are 
fielding more than 40 candidates and feel that they have a 
good chance in forming a sizable proportion or the next 
Lower House. 

Row over name of new party 

■ The newly formed National Constitutional Party (NCP) 
came under fire last week* from (he General Secretary of the 
Arab Jordanian Constitutional Front Party. Milhcm Al Tal. 
The row is over the name of the new eight-coalition party. In 
a memo sent to the Interior Minister. Mr Al Tal said that he 
fell the word 'constitutional' may be confusing, since his 
party also has the word 'constitutional’ in its name. 

On the road to Zerqa 

■ Zerqa has the highest car accident rates in the country. 
According to statistics there were 3752 car accidents last 
year resulting in 92 fatalities and 2000 injuries. But that’s not 
ail. Because of the chaotic traffic situation in the city, 
pedestrians are also at risk of being run over. 

Cut off! 

■ About 7000 telephone lines have been cm off ibis week 
because subscribers had failed to pay their phone hills. The 
Jordan Telecommunication Co., had earlier issued warnings 
to more than 34.000 subscribers by partially cutting oft their 
phones. In the end 7000 subscribers Tailed to pay their 
arrears. Does this reflect the state of the economic well being 
of people in the country? The 7000 figure is certainly too 
high for a country like Jordan. 

Al Majd editor taken for questioning 

■ The Jordan Press Association (JPA) said that it fully 
supported Fahd Al Rimawi. chief editor of the weekly Al 
Maid This was in reply to a statement that Al Rimawi had 
sent to JPA complaining about his alleged ill-treatment at the 
headquarters of the General Intelligence DepY. Mr Al 
Rimawi said he was called in for questioning earlier last 
week and allowed to go few hours later. He claimed he was 
subjected to verbal abuse. Minister of State tor Information 
Affairs. Dr Samir Mutaweh. said AI Rimawi was brought in 
for Questioning over news published in Al Majd that related 
EfiSEd forces. However, the JPA argued that if Al Majd 
had violated (he press law. then the matter should have been 
dealt with by the courts. 
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'...Neither the US or Europe will 
make peace for the other parties’ 


EDITOR'S NOTE: What is 
the future of the peace pro¬ 
cess. and what can the Ameri¬ 
cans and Europeans do to 
‘deblock’ the deadlock in the 
peace process where some of 
the questions that were pul to 
the French Ambassador in 
Amman, Bernard Bajolet by 
The Star's Marwan Asmar. 
Excerpts follow; 

People say there is a war 
situation on the West Bank 
because of the Israeli intran¬ 
sigents <n build a settlement 
on Jahal Abu Gliiieim. Is this 
a correct reading of the 
situation? 

No. the term uf war. really 
scents to me excessive Hie sit¬ 
uation is worrisome: this situa¬ 
tion doc.s not date from today 
or yesterday. What worries me 
most is the I act lha r because of 
Hie continuing settlements— 
J.iJsu) the J winding) roads 
wliivh are tviiig built—the 
room left lor the filial sums 
shrinks day alter day And I'm 
afraid that because of that. 
(Iieie will hi 1 in the ncai future 
nothing to he negotiated on. 
this is dangerous for ihc stabil¬ 
ity of the whole region. 

Does the recent IS veto oil 
the European restitution on 
the building of settlements 
mean (hat there is a growing 
schism between Europe and 
Hie USA on the peace 
process? 

You know that die US Ikis 
its own domesjie constraints, 
we regret the two US vetoes 
on the UN resolutions bin in a 
certain way I think dial die US 
itself regrets that. 

Really... 

I imagine dial (he US 
would certainly have pre¬ 
ferred not to be confronted 
with a situation in which it 
had to resort in a veto. 

This shows that the US 
and Europe can have a com¬ 
plementary role to tackle 
what you call a deadlock, 
because I think dial the US 
enjoys the confidence of 
several parties, first uf all 
Israel of course. The Euro¬ 
peans enjuy a great credibil¬ 
ity with a certain number of 
parlies—I think they have 

each their own constraints— 
and it is the reason why I 
think that they can comple¬ 
ment their efforts to reach 
(he same objective. 
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Hujnlet 

Is there anything substan¬ 
tive that the Europeans can 
do, they have appointed a 
peace envoy to move the 

peace process forward, but 
there is a deadlock situation: 
what can they do? 

I'm Mire th.ii they can oiler 
a substantive rule, they already 
have begun to Jo mi First, the 
fact lll.il they have appointed 
Miguel MoT.rtinos is signifi¬ 
cant VVli.il struck me is that 
within one hour ol then meet¬ 
ing. the 15 |European| prime 
ministers decide J to appoint a 
special envoy, iletine his man¬ 
date and ch<«»se him. The 
European Union lias made 
recently very siihsia/iiijf pro¬ 
posals. the letter that the 
Dutch prime minister iwhu 
presently heads Hie EU Coun¬ 
cil of Ministersi sent to Mrs 
Albright, contains precise pro¬ 
posals to deblock ilie dead¬ 
lock. and suggests that these 
proposals he the object of a 
common Vmerie.tn-European 
initiative. 

...I think ili.'il the diI Terence 
of eciisiiivitics between the US 
ami Europe which docs cmm 
could serve not as opposing 
the US and Europe in the 
region which would he catas¬ 
trophic hut curld he used to 
complement each other. 


Neither the IS nr Europe is 
rejected by .mol tier party, each 
enjoys me support such or 
Mi«.h a party. 1 1 the IS and 
Europe join their el fort they 
have much more chances to 
help the peace. 


You said there are sensi¬ 
tivities between the US and 
Europe. How deep are they, 
on the Middle Foist peace 
process fur instance? 

I think the difference of sen* 
sifivKics between (he US and 


.../ think that the difference of 
sensitivities between the US and 
Europe which does exist could 
serve not as opposing the US and 
Europe in the region which 
would be catastrophic but could 
be used to complement each 
other 


Lei me adJ that neither the 
US or Europe w ill make peace 
lor the other parties. If these 
parties whatever they are. 
don't want to make efforts and 
to go ahead, none of us u ill he 
jhfc i«i Jo .my thine. 


5 . Africa turns to private 
sector for jails 


Continued from page 1 

if conditions fall helow set 
standards. 

Mr Wcssmann said every 
international cnmpjny 

involved in the custodial busi¬ 
ness was interested in (he 
South African project "because 
it is probably the biggest then' 
is in the 
world." 

Among those likely to hid 
arc Group 4 and Premier 
Prison Services from the UK. 
Wackcnhul from ihc US. and 
companies from Australia. 
Canada and Taiwan. They will 
be expected to comma could 
be awarded al live end of Sep¬ 
tember. with work starting 
immediately afterwards 

Mr M/.imela said he had 
been appalled by conditions in 
many South African jails. "On 
my first tour of inspection I 
was so shocked I ordered sev¬ 
eral lo he closed. I said I did 
not care where the prisoners 
went, so long as iliey were 
taken out of ihose jails. 

"Soon after (hat 1 started 
talking about getting the pri¬ 
vate sector involved, because 1 


was convinced we would never 
have the money in Jo wh.il was 
necessary. Bui it was a new 
concept, and initially people 
did not know wltal I was talk¬ 
ing about." 

But with SO percent ol the 
minister's huJgei swallowed by 
salaries, and much of the rest 
going on other operating 
expenses, the ideological oppo¬ 
sition to what some members 
of the ANC viewed as privati¬ 
sation began to evaporate. 

"We have had absolutely no 
problems wit It the unions on 
this." said Mr M/imcla. "And 
people understand flt.it it j seri¬ 
ous programme of rehabilita¬ 
tion is in lx* introduced we 
must hive the space and luci li¬ 


ne* to carry n out.” 

He has also demilitarised the 
prison service. "It was in effect 
a military depart mem. Afri¬ 
kaans was the only language 
used, anj its primary purpose 
was to enforce strict discipline. 
Prisoners could not ask ques¬ 
tions and warders relied on 
ft *rve.” 

Two ol the new prisons 
would he "super maximum 
security” wiih prisoners locked 
in their cells for 23 hours a 
day. Mr Mzimclu was also 
investigating the possible pur¬ 
chase of prison ships, and con¬ 
vening disused mining fucili¬ 
nes. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


Europe, is because the US is 
no: against what Europe is 
proposing, but let's say that 
the US puts the accent on dif¬ 
ferent things. The difference 
of sensitivities i.s enough lo 
make the approach comple¬ 
mentary and not redundant. It 
is not large enough to make it 
a real problem between 
Europe and US. 

1 think that there is no prob¬ 
lem. and I feel that coopera¬ 
tion between the US and 
Europe is much better than 
what it was just hcl'orc and 
alter the Madrid Conference. 

I'm not saying that the US 
has completely made up tis 
mind to associate Europe fully 
to ihc peace process but I 
chink that—and because of the 
wax our special envoy Morati- 
nos has handled the prob¬ 
lem—the US has less reserva¬ 
tion towards the role of 
Europe, and anyway 1 think 
the role of Europe doesn’t 
depend on what the US or 
Israel really want but with the 
necessity ro bring again the 
parlies at the table and re¬ 
establish confidence between 
those parlies, and l think for 
thai. Europe con be useful for 
everybody. 

What about Iraq— 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd. 

Tender invitation for prequalification UffK!-) 
and bidding tender no. 3/97 
Fuel oil and Naphtha additional storage tanks project 
T . on Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd. announces fender invitation no. 3/97 for the supply, erection 
joruan f . ^ ^ Aphtha additional storage tanks project a! the Zarka refinery 

fad oil storage tanks of 75000 cubic meters total nominal capacity and three 
* 1 .* Jn-noe tanks Of43500 cubic metres total nominal capacity, and the accompanying facilities 
Napjj™* mechanical and electrical works related to the installations, on the basis of a lump 

^ni fixed price turn-key job. 

whn nossess experience in the same field, and are qualified financially and 
Contractorsi w participate in the above lender are invited lo submit their - 

docuroentSj not bfor (has 12:00 bn of 25/6/1997 at ibe company's bead office. 

referwees to be provided). 

l.Fof the contractor, including details of experience and background or 
* w “ w,!e equipment—etc. . „ . 

showing similar projects executed by the contractor fuU name and 
3. Deta ^ r ^^whoni such services were rendered, and details or projects including contract 

costshall be announced and advised to participants as soon as they become 

available. _ ' obtain tender documents from the company’s head office at the first 

Eligible contractors uon-rcfondable JJ). (200) per set, not later than 12-30 hm of 

rh -e fe— JflfraL 

14/7/1997* ^ ^ sobmitted at the company’s head office not later than 12-00 hrs of Sunday 17/K/97. 
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Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 

presents 

THE TRIO OF THE NATIONAL 
MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

Timour Ibraguimov (violin). Ali Hussein Musa (cello) 
and Tsonka Al Bakri (piano) 

Wednesday. 21 May 1997 - $fc00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - MainTheatre - - 

- Sonata in C for violin, cello and piano by Bach 

- Theme and 12 variations on Handel's Oratorio - ■ 
by Beethoven 

- Piano Trio No. 23 by Haydn 

- Piano Trio by Mendelssohn 

Ticket price: JD 5 

Tickets available at 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 .-• 

- Alissar Flowers, cel. 5527695 

- Artisan a, teL 647858 
-Babiche. tel. 661322 

- Caffe Mold, teL 856285 . 

- Music Box. ceL 615745 

- Philadelphia Book Gallery, cel. 5515861 

- Safeway, tel. 6853 1 1 .......... 

- The Royal Cultural Center, cel. 669026 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 68762ft 


The situation is different 
because there is no common 

position within the European 
Union on Iraq. So the differ¬ 
ence is not only between the 
EU and the US approach, it 
exists within the EU. although 
we aft agree on the essential, 
that is to sax that Iraq has to 
abide by the UN Security 
Council resolutions., we begin 
to differ when it comes with 

interpreting what the imple¬ 
mentation ot the UN resolu¬ 
tions means. 

The French position i> that 
Iraq has to implement all UN 
Resolutions and in particular, 
this means clearly that if Iraq 
implements Resolution OK" 
paragraph 22. that is the lift¬ 
ing of the oil embargo—the 
implementation of all the con¬ 
trols on mass destruction 
weapons. then the oil 
embargo should he lifted, and 
this is very clearly slated in 
the resolution. 

Once the special committee 
of the UN states that Iraq has 
fulfilled its obligations with 
respect to mass destruction 
weapons, and we ihink we 
have not reached this pi’ini 
yet. then the oil embargo has 
to be lifted. I’m not sure that 
all our friends xviihin the 
Security Council share this 
approach but we deem that if 
Iraq has to abide to the resolu¬ 
tions of (he Security Council, 
the Security Council has to 
respeei (he resolution itself. 

France has built up a 
credible position in the Mid¬ 
dle East in the past two 
years, it has become more 
like a friend to the Middle 
East. Your country does 
adopt an independent 
stance, but there is always 
this little bit more that is 
expected. This is a problem, 
because after a while France 
would start lo lose its posi¬ 
tion as a rriend of the 
Arabs. 

To be really independent 
doesn’t mean that you will Jo 
exactly the contrary of what 
others arc doing and you will 
say the contrary of what oth¬ 
ers are saying. The real inde¬ 
pendence consists in saying 
what you deem is right which 
is in conformity with justice, 
with a real balanced position. 

So we are not inking such 
and such position to please 
the Arabs for instance, but wc 
arc taking such positions 
because we deem that they 
arc the real basis for peace in 
the region; as to Iraq it is the 
same Thing. We are noi taking 
such and such position to 
please the Iraqis or other 
Arabs, or to increase our 
expons to Iraq for instance or 
to serve our economic 
interests. 

It is a thing that sometimes 


people. even the Iraqi', them¬ 
selves. did m»l understand, 
now everybody has under¬ 
stood. ihat i% tii sj\ nur inter¬ 
national responsibilities, in 
p.iriicul.ir in the UN .ire more 
important for us than any other 
things, even our economic 
interests. But we are not 
ashamed lor instance, that our 
businessmen visa Baghdad. U 
is their right to jo that. This 

means that we have a policy 
which is no; dictated by com¬ 
placency or by demagogy or 
hy our economic or immediate 
interest-... But 1 ihink. our 
position is j balanced one. If 
you ally \outsell' to one party 
you wilt lose .my credibility. 

First there was the Barce¬ 
lona conference, now you 
have Malta. Cun you tell us 
more about that? 

Tlic Euro-McJ partnership 
i- really something important 
tor ihc region, because it 
brings the St to mi 11 inn people 
around the McJiurrancjn 
basin closer, so ii is important 
for the tuiuie of all of us. 

Malta has m*l been, because 
ot the regional context, as 
much a success as it should 
hate been in normal circum¬ 
stances: ihe Europeans have 
been keen not to let the peace 
process interfere but inevitably 
it. 

But in spite ol ihnt. the fact 
that the meeting has taken 
place, with everybody at the 
ministerial level including 
Israel. Syria jnJ Lebanon, has 
been a great achievement...A 
motive of satisfaction has been 
the signing of an association 
aureemem. heivvecn Jordan 
and EU. 

This shows for Jordan that 
the relationship with Europe is 
a strategic priority... 

Let me add one thing, the 
partnership is still in the begin¬ 
ning and it is facing danger as 
well as all the other attempts 
such as the Arab-Europe dia¬ 
logue: it is the excess of the 
institutionalization. m > wc have 
to be attentive to keep this dia¬ 
logue alive and not to make il 
too heavy, not to create too 
many committees, and espe¬ 
cially 1 think that there is one 
aspect which has not vet been 
developed as much as it 
should, that is the cultural 
aspect. 

The partnership will he suc¬ 
cessful only if peoples Irom 
the 27 countries (in the region! 
arc associated io it and 1 think 
in particular of the youth 
which represents more than 
half of the population of the 
Mediterranean basin. 1 think 
the exchange ot youth |pro¬ 
grams! is something that can 
be encouraged in the move 
towards the Eurnpe-Med part¬ 
nership. ■ 
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Black hole of sluggish government 


DEALING WITH any government body, be it a ministry, department, directorate 
or agency remains a horrific experience for the majority of citizens in this country. 
Red tape and an outdated and sluggish bureaucracy are the main features of Jor¬ 
dan's civil service today. But this is not a state secret. Those unlucky enough to 
have official business with the government; be it to issue a certificate or authenti¬ 
cate one; to renew identity papers or license or to register a car, go through a nev¬ 
er ending maze of procedures that make no sense even to those who are paid to im¬ 
plement them. 

Many hours, if not days and weeks, are wasted every year by Jordanians who for 
one unavoidable reason or another are forced to report to some government body 
on official business. 

The administrative black hole has been getting worse in recent years, since regu¬ 
lations and internal by-laws keep changing to the extent that even the most imagi¬ 
native civil servant can’t keep up with them anymore. 

And yet, successive governments promised to deal with red tape and simplify 
procedures. None were able to suggest a comprehensive solution to the problem. 
When His Majesty the King expressed his outrage, earlier this year, at the incom¬ 
petence of the sluggish civil service, the previous government declared a state of 
emergency and set about to look for solutions. Then when the new government 
took over, one of its main priorities was to deal with the challenge and face the 
problem head-on. But since then little has been achieved. In fact, it was almost 
ironic that the government decided to create a so-called investment window for 
foreign investors, sort of a one stop shop, and forgot that the most important in¬ 
vestment in this country is its own citizens. If a one stop shop can be created for 
foreign investors, why not apply the same principle on all government work? 

The over sized government in Jordan is nothing new. Experts tell us that it is the 
heart of the problem. There were suggestions to rid the system of redundant or un¬ 
needed staff. But that solution would have created a social and economic problem 
of huge dimensions. So after weeks of uncertainty among thousands of govern¬ 
ment employees, the government backed down and comforted all. 

It was business as usual. People cramming the corridors of official buildings as 
they brandish piles of papers with blue smudges of indelible official stamps as they 
scurry from one room to the other and then from one building to the other and 
then from one mountain to the other in order to get their papers in order. 

. Governments are supposed to serve the interests of the people, not make their 
lives more difficult than they are already. As our lives become more complicated 
everyday and as we pretend to move into the electronic age and give the impres¬ 
sion of preparing for the advent of the next millennium, the bitter and embarrass¬ 
ing problem of our sluggish and inefficient bureaucracy is a bleak reminder that 
while much superficial change has taken place in the last 40 years, mentalities re¬ 
main bogged down in a time frame of their own. The government must act and sac¬ 
rifices must be made. Hiding our heads in the sand is not even an option. ■ 


0A destructive earthquake 
measuring 7.1 on the Rich¬ 
ter Scale hit the eastern re¬ 
gion of Iran on Saturday. 
Latest government figures 
put the death toll at 1560 
and 2810 injured. Initially 
the same sources put the 
figures at 2400 killed and 
6000 injured. However, 
nearly 50,000 people were 
left homeless. The region 
later experienced another 
tremor measuring 4.8 
which added to the destruc¬ 
tion. More than 1500 tents 
and 25,000 blankets were 
distributed. 
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Middle East ‘peace’ 

Scaling the 


psychological barrier 


By Amos Elan 


1 


EGYPTIANS READING their daily 
newspapers in recent months must have 
thought that their nation's peace with Israel 
was over. 

Government and opposition papers have 
been filled with attacks on Israel. Israel has 
been accused of having "declared war on 
| peace." 

It has threatened the Arab world with 
nuclear annihilation. Israelis are said to be 
monsters who kid small Arab children and 

destroy Muslim holy places. , 

As f arrived in Cairo recently, late one 
night, the young hotel receptionist glanced 
at my Israefi passport wearily and asked 
”Wl\ere is all this going to end?" 

The question was highly pertinent. Israel 
was just then changing the status quo in the 
Jerusalem area and provoking Palestinians, 
its new inexperienced government was 
blundering from one domestic crisis to the 
next while at the same time mechanically 
(but also very reluctantly) following the 
Oslo agreement with the PLO to the letter. 

In (he process, .(he spirit of that 
agreement—and the great hopes of 
reconciliation—were being eroded 

The (enor of official Egyptian rhetoric 
has been especially ominous. One 
front-page story in the Al Ahram claimed 
that Israeli doctors had injected 305 
Palestinian children with the AIDS virus. 
An entire week went by before At Ahram 
published even a lame correction. 

In its very next issue, however, the 
calumny was repeated in an article 
headlined “Israel's AIDS and Satan 
'Worshipers." The writer explained that “the 
denial does not necessarily mean that (the 
injection of AIDS virus) did not happen, for 
we are taking into account things 
committed by Israel in the past." 

A few days later, Ibrahim Nafie. the 
current editor in chief of At Ahram. warned 
readers not to underestimate the role played 
in the "moral corruption" among Egyptian 
youth "by the archenemy of Egypt and of 
the Arab and Muslim world, the state that 
has recently smuggled large quantities of 
drugs into Egypt with the intention of 
damaging the minds of the young, in 
subverting traditional values." 

In other stories. Israeli scientists were 
charged with delivering poisoned seeds to 
Egyptian farmers and carcinogenic 
cucumbers and peppers to innocent 
Egyptian housewives. Netanyahu was 
another Hitler. A recent earthquake in the 
Nile delta was ascribed to nuclear 
explosions directed by scientists working 
out of Israel's Cairo Embassy. 

When a number of affluent teenagers in 
Cairo and Alexandria were arrested for 
"Satanism” (they were accused of digging 
up corpses, drinking cats' blood, burning 
Korans and engaging in group sex), it was 
said that they were doing so ““with 
encouragement from Israel's intelligence 
service, the Mcwsati" 

Twenty years after Sadat's dramatic 
Hight to Jerusalem—to break what he called 
the "psychological block"—the block is still 
there. It weighs heavier toclav than it did in 
1977. 

The insensitivity of many Israelis to the 
Arab "other” and to Palestinian human and 
national rights was paralleled over the past 
five years by the continuing refusal of 
Egypt to “normalize" relations with Israel 
and to see that Israel was not facing only 
imaginary but also very real 
dangers. - 

Both paths to peace seem to 
be blocked —between the 
governments and by the 
people. Refusal to normalize 
handicaps the development of 
peace between 

nongovernmental bodies on 
both sides. 

Among educated Egyptians, 
brought up during the Nasser 
era. a sense of national failure 
complicated their perception of 
Israel. They were fascinated 
and repelled by it. Israel's 
economic and international 
success still obsesses and 
bedevils them. 

The rise of religious j {fygfrffll 

fundamentalism in Egypt, and 
of religious and national W M 

fundamentalism in Israel, has MK 

made empathy for the “other" 
in both countries rarer and "N 

more difficult. Both live in 
Plato's cave. But the shadows 
and ghosts they see are not the yjjm/' 
same. ’ 

The social gap between them 
is widening all the time. 

Israel's per capita gross 
national product is $17,000; 

Egypt's is still only $610 andis 
said to be sinking. 

Hardly any of those involved 
in die 1978 peacemaking at 
Camp David foresaw all this. ^ 


On the contrary, at the time Sadat promised 
a new age of prosperity in Egypt Its 
population explosion swallowed all the 
resources that bad previously gone into war. 
Moreover, the intellectual elite in Egypt 
largely despised Sadat 

Many of iis leading figures opposed the 
peace treaty. When Sadat suddenly made 
peace with Israel, they felt that he was 
robbing them of their past They refused to 
agree that everything they believed in bad 
simply been wrong. 

Little, if anything, was done, by Hosrzi 
Mubarak, to change their minds. The 
"psychology" of the conflict hardly interests 
him. He refused all invitations to visit 
Israel. 

Those involved in the 1978 Camp David 
accord could hardly have expected that so 
little peace would be achieved in 20 years 
on a people-to-people basis. 

Tourism between the two countries 
remains one-sided. Only 12.000 Egyptians 
requested Israeli visas last year, compared 
with 320.000 Israelis who visited Egypt. 
The combined volume of trade (excluding 
oil) was only $S5 million. 

The 1979 peace treaty has sometimes 
been described as an understanding not 
between Israel and Egypt but between 
Egypt and the United States. More than 60 
supplementary protocols on 

"normalization" have remained largely on 
paper. The protocols provided for 
exchanges and cooperation in all fields— 
youth programs and joint sporting events, 
linked power grids, trade, cultural 
exchanges, mixed economic commissions, 
cooperation between universities, scientific 
institutes, artists, students, teachers and 
other professionals. 

For some reason, the only cooperation 
that resulted was between agronomists. The 
little normalization that began under Sadat 
died with him. 

"The government can make as marry 
peace treaties with Israel as it wishes—the 
peoples remain enemies." Saad Al Din 
Wuhaba. head of the professional 
association of all Egyptian artists, told me. 
"The peace treaty will soon be canceled too. 
vou‘11 see!" 

The association is not the only 
professional syndicate in Egypt that bans all 
contacts with Israelis and opposes 
"normalization with the Zionist enemy.” 

In other countries, leftist intellectuals 
often criticize their governments for not 
doing enough for peace. In Egypt, they 
accuse it of doing too much. This was not 
always the case. 

In 1972. six years before the peace treaty 
u-ith Israel, the Libyan ruler. Muammar AJ 
Qaddafi. on a state visit to Cairo was 
shocked to discover that some of Egypt’s 
leading writers—including Najuib 

Mahtbuz. the Nobel laureate, and 
Mohammed Sid Ahmed, one of the 
country's leading political thinkers—were 
ready to betray the “sacred cause,” as 
Qadaffi put it. to make peace with the 
enemy of God. 

He complained about this to Mohammed 
HeikaJ. the high priest of Nasserisra and 
former editor of Al Ahram. 

Heikal tried to soothe Qadaffi. “They are 
only writers, you know.” he said. "Writers 
are so imaginative!” 

Qadaffi "was not reassured. Unable to 
imagine that some men could make up their 
minds independently of the dictates of 
government- he assumed that they echoed 


the voice of tbdr masters, £*■*«*“ 
Sadat himself. He vowed to take the mam* 
up with Sadat, who was not ^ 
make peace and who, indeed, a 
later mask, a speech attacking defeatist: 

poets and novelists- . 

Of the novelists who attended ibe mee^ 
with Qadaffi in 1972, only the aged 
Mahfouz is still alive, frail and tractive as 
the result of an attempt on his life a few 


* 


Wm 


^Sid^Ahmed is still active; The author m 
1975 of When the Guns Fall Silent (a 
seminal book that he could publish only in 
Beirut) advocating “detente" with Israel, he 
laier changed his mind. ' u _ 

He bitterly opposed Sadtfs separate 
peace with Israel, partly because it did not 
immediately do justice for die Palestinians 
and partly because it was a pax American. 
He is still against “normalization," though 
he now favors "dialogue” with Israeli 
“leftists.” . „ . 

Like most other Egyptian intellectuals. 
Sid Ahmed continues to reject ail invitations 
to visit Israel. 

1 once asked him why. “After all," I said, 
“you have been obsessed with Israel for 
more than 40 years, and you must have 
written hundreds of thousands of words 
about it Aren’t you even a little curious to 
see what it’s all about?*’ 

“I certainly am curious he answered, 
"but I must respect my constituency.” 

This constituency is, of course, the large 
articulate group of leftists and former leftists 
and Nasserists who continue to dominate 
Cairo's intellectual scene. Many still uphold 
the boycott of Israel declared by Nasser in 
1954. It is the oily tiring they share with the 
Islamic fundamentalists. 

Among journalists, the boycott is policed, 
more or less effectively, by the press 
syndicate. Membership is compulsory. As a 
result, nearly ail political commentators in 
the Egyptian press, willingly or not, bow to 
its rales. 

Israel is less than an hour away by air but 
none of these mavias have ever gone there; 

Those not opposed to “peace” continue to 
insist that withholding normalization is the 
only lever still left tt> force Israel to 
withdraw from the Occupied Territories. 

The boycott is upheld by all other 
syndicates in Egypt, representing doctors, 
lawyers, film makers, engineers, scientists, 
university professors and performing artists. 

The annual Cairo Film Festival still bans 
all Israeli films. Members are threatened 
with expulsion if. they engage in 
normalization or travel to Israel. 

Expulsion is tantamount, theoretically, to 
being barred from the practice of law, 
medidne, journalism, engineering or 
cinematography. 

The syndicates execute their bans Jn 
varying degrees of thoroughness. 

I called the secretary of one syndicate. 
Upon hearing my nationality, be simply 
hung up. The bead of another syndicate, m a 
charming display of old-fashioned courtesy, 
took me out to lunch but only to tell me why 
he couldn’t talk to roe. 

During a meal of grilled shrimp and a 
bottle of Cleopatra wine, he did say: “We 
are a very old country. We absorbed and 
undid afl invaders. We overcame the 
Crusaders, the Mongols, the French and the 
British. We'll overcome you as well." 

Early in the peace process, Sadat claimed 
that 90 percent of the problem was 
"psychological ” Soon afterward, be was 
assassinated, as was Rabin 15 years 
- later for the same reason. 

That words can ktii has been 
demonstrated repeatedly this 
«x spring. After a few weeks of 

A. attacks on Israel in parts of the 

ffiT\ Jordanian press, a Jordanian soldier 

Sg& \ killed seven young Israeli 

W / schoolgirls. 

S WJ After Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
jfj in the face of dire warnings from 

77 \ his own intelligence people, 

Q/l decided to go ahead with the 

Jerusalem boosing project, the 
j Palestinian struck io Tel 

v Aviv—killing three young women 

and the peace process as well. 
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations 
came to an abrupt halt 
Inevitably, what has come into 
play is the delusive, paranoid 
perception of the outside world 
often found in isolated outposts. If 
political leaders go on tailring, 
always talking and never listening, 
numb to the other ride’s 
sensibilities and interests and 
neglecting the popular basis for 
peace, on their own ride and on the 
other, the little peace they now 
have will not last. 

There win be no need to kin it. It 
will die by itself. ■ 


Retanrabc "Sea bra rn Bwvtsg forward?!" 


Amos Eton is the author of A 
BtoodrDimmed Tide: Dispatches 
From the Middle East. 
The New York Times Magazine 


US-lsraeli-Turkish military alliance 
to dominate eastern Mediterranean 


Control of the Middle East region by the 
United States, in coordination primarily 
with its regional strongman. Israel, is 
about to take another major step. 

In the oil-rich area of the Arabian 
Gulf, Bahrain has become in recent 
years a US naval base- Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait are essentially “US airbases," 
Jordan and Egypt have growing ties 
with the US military, and Israel, of 
course, is practically an arm of Ameri¬ 
can military power based on the special 
“strategic" relationship established in 
the Reagan years and enhanced ever 
since. 

Now in the latest new twist, it has 


been learned that a new military axis of 
power is being ^developed—This one 
combining Israelfand Turkish regional 
military power with global US power. 
For the first time this summer the US 
will be directly involved with joint Is¬ 
raeli and Turkish forces in “joint maneu¬ 
vers” in the Mediterranean. American 
forces will be integrally involved and 
the US has provided the Turkish mili¬ 
tary with substantial incentives to coop¬ 
erate ever-more-dosely with Israel. In 
preparation for the combined military 
training maneuvers this summer sub¬ 
stantial and fast-growing contacts are 
underway at the most senior levels of 


the Turkish and Israeli military. 

For the Turks, these new steps will 
enhance there leverage in dealing with 
both Greece and Syria. Moreover, Tur¬ 
key may well be on foe road to becom¬ 
ing another Algeria. No matter what 
would be said in public, both Israel and 
the US would in reality strongly back a 
Turkish military coup should the popu¬ 
list Islantic-oriented political forces in 
Turkey push forward with desired social 
changes or with closer relations with 
Iran or other regional forces opposed to 
US domination. ■ 
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THE LONG awaited 

His HqliiiesJohnPauJy 
n fo Lebanon lias 
maleria Ii Z ed..ThemeSMgS.i 
of peace earned by this 

it is most timely for a com^ 
try trying to re : establi%U8^ 
position on 

Arab world or«»^n,:«wKj 
to relive its past achieve— 
merits as a major euftnear.', 
and financial center ui :ti«^ 
Mediterranean basin, ' . 

Despite the fadt 
Maronite- comnuinity-, flL‘ 
Lebanon feels excluded,' 
and to an extent marginal^ 
ized in the . 

they stood shouldecfo 
shoulder with their Muslim 
compatriots in. greeting the; 
Pontiff, without tfter nffl^- 

talked aboutillusiohj/fliat 

the visit of- the : Pope Jsfoi- 
rectly related fo supporting-, 
the Christian comnnntity-- ^ 

One cannot imagine tfiari 
anyone in Lebanon can stifl^ 
harbor any sort of illusibds’: 7 
after the years-old destnJC-' J 
tion and killing. The fact 
remains that.the hply^yisir 
is for the whole df Leba-" 
non, and all its comraum-v 
ties. The message of peace 
and reconciliation‘is.-not di-^ 
reeled towards anyone in? 

■ particular, but rafter ■.to-;,| 
everyone willing fo Usteo- .v 1 

It is crucial not rounder-; 
estimate die effects of such 
a visit for it canies. vpdfiinij, 
it the essence of Chririian^ 
forgiveness, cohabitation," ~ 
and respect for life. FbrJhe, 
Muslims as well, it gives &*;' 
clear indication that vio^' 
lence and destruction are_ 
not part and parcel of reBg-. ; 
ious belief bnt ori the con-' - 
tnaiy. criminality is ab- •: 
honed by God’s religions/, 
for they advocate peace 
and reconciliation among, 
the faithful. ' 

It is an’.opportunity for', 
the Muslims of Lebanon,, to ; 
share in this celebration.: 
and eradicate the feelings 
of ill-will accmtnnlatetf 
over die long period of the r 
civil war. Also, onenfost- 
draw attention fo foe danrf 
gets of taking the yisitfo 
Lebanon put of. context^ 
The message of die Pontiff? 

1 is clear in urging the whole 
of Lebanon fo surpass thif 
obstacles of the past, and 
go beyond the feelings of - 
hatred to establish an at¬ 
mosphere of reconciliation 
and harmony. 

It is not difficult for our 
Lebanese brethren to im¬ 
plement die message of the 
Pope; the manner in which 
the message can be exer¬ 
cised is the crux of the mat¬ 
ter. When peace somehow 
came back to Lebanon, the 
Lebanese government or¬ 
dered the bulldozers to 
erase all the barriers arid 
battlements, separating the 
various communal districts 
from each other, and de¬ 
clared that peace between 
all prevails. 

Consequently, there is 
no reason anymore for the 
existence of the manifesta¬ 
tions of division and war¬ 
fare. If ones’ memory does 
not. betray* the sudden act 
was executed as if nothing 
happened before, and the 
whole past scenario was 
just a nasty nightmare. Of • 
course many have written , 
at the time, that a deal was 
struck between . various' 
Arab parties, the super¬ 
powers have finally agreed 
to sort out the question of 
Lebanon, as weQ as the 
Syrians and the Israelis - 
have decided to end the 
conflict, and - many other 
conspiratorial - scenarios, 
which all maybe true, and!; 
all equally false. . 4 

But unfortunately, there, 
was very little analysis, ex-;- 
cept from studies on the; 
fringe of the mainstream,; 
that considered the factors ' 
contributing to the past vio- 
lence. and real scientific as¬ 
sessment of the events tftaf V 
led to the conflict and per- 
petuated it. One neither 
wishes to harp on the probr-; 
lem, nor lament on it, bu£_ 
rather study it carefully *0': 
learn from its lessons, and," 
nip. in the bud all tendeiK. 
cies that are likely to 
emerge in the future that ' 
for sectarianism and re^ " 
ligious persecution. . ^ 

The visit of the Popfc? 
Sfld its message of peaceu 
and reconciliation may?: 
prove to be the way fof ; 
b°tii the Christian doiy 
Muslim co mmunity ifo- 
Lebanon, to start m earnest,-,- 
to learn about, cadi other?.’ 
^ take interest ia eaefry 
other’s communal affeirejrt- 
a relati onship of mutifot ' 
coo P era tion, understanding}: 
a«d respect. ■ 
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■ The financial repon of 
the Middle East Pharma¬ 
ceuticals and Chemicals 
industries and Medical 
Appliances, showed its 
balance sheet at JD 7.3 
million in 1996 indicating 
j rise of 20.y* compared 
with 1995. 

Its fixed assets 
recorded a growth of 
-95r? in 1996 compared 
with the previous year. 

Net revenues' increase 
was JD 1 )4.20<l The 
company was established 
in 1993 at a paid-up capi¬ 
tal of JD9.5 million. 


■ Zara For Investment 
increased its capital by 
JD 10 million to total JD 
50 million. This rise is 
targeted at ensuring 
finance needed to carry¬ 
out the company's touris¬ 
tic projects in the Dead 
Sea and other parts in the 
country. 

The International 
Finance Gorp.. AFC) is 
contributing in the 
increase with S3 million. 
This is in addition to an 
IFC loan of SIS million 
to help Zara finance these 
touristic projects. 


■ The National Indus¬ 
tries Co., is modernizing 
the operational capacity 
of its production line by 
introducing computerized 
systems to monitor qual¬ 
ity control. The costs of 
this are about at JD I 
million. 

The company has com¬ 
pleted the construction of 
two new warehouses at 
JD 200.000. 

It plans to boost its 
planfs production by the 
end of this year to 10,000 
ions. It was’established in 
1979 and its current capi¬ 
tal is JD 6 million. 


■ The Arab Center for 
Pharmaceutical & Chemi¬ 
cal Industries made prof¬ 
its of more than 37% in 
19% compared with 
1995. However, its sales 
fell by JD 681.000 in the 
same year. 

Company sales of 
pharmaceuticals in 1996 
were JD 1,604.610 
against JD 1.967.426. a 
fall or 18.4%. due to 
reduction in domestic 
sales. 

Its assets by the end of 
1996 were JD 74.91,799 
against JD 7.498,453 in 
1995. 
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Amman-Detrorf 




Now, direct flights from Amman to Detroit on Saturdays. Effective 31 st of May. 

For details, call RJ Sales Offices or your local agent Reflecting the Change * 


Companies and Securities Laws 
revive stocks’ trade at AFM 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 


IN A bid to activate slock trad¬ 
ing at ihe Amman Financial 
Market (AFM\. the government 
lately approved the Companies 
and Securities Laws. The 
Lower House has earlier 
endorsed the companies' draft 
law. but it bad n> await the 
approval uf the securities law. 

The two laws function 
together and can't be separated. 
Thus, in order to close a chap¬ 
ter of continuous declines in 
share dealings at the AFM 
since early 1997. it has become 
necessary to approve the Secur¬ 
ities Law. 

Last week, a Royal Decree 
was issued to endorse the 
Securities Law, though many 
deputies rejected such a step 
while the Lower House is in 
recession. After being pub¬ 
lished in the Official Gazette. 
the Securities Law. although 
temporary, will he imple¬ 
mented a month later. 

But. economists agree with 
the government, that is to 
endorse certain suspended eco¬ 
nomic laws in a hid to revive 
the economy. 

The implementation of the 
Security Law is expected by 
experts to lead to the liberaliza¬ 
tion of capitals when it 


becomes effective. “These laws 
will greatly help to create the 
investment climate in Jordan 
and will certainly lead to posi¬ 
tive al fuels <m the economic- 
level. whether it he industrial. 
commercial or sen ices." 

AFM general director. 
Wahtb AI Stater told The Star 
that the market's weak per fur- 
munce is mainly attributed to 
political and regional factors 
“Uncertainly in the political 
arena, makes people unable in 
look ahead and risk dcjling in 
such a worsening 

environment." 

AI Shucr explained that 
many learns of funds' managers 
and brokers who visited Jordan 
recently, described the share 
prices at the market t«» be 
attractive. 

“The index of the P/E price 
earnings ratio was' cut from IS 
times to lo limes and lately to 
13 limes. The P/E average 
according to the International 
Finance Corporation (JFCj is 
21 times. This makes share 
prices very low and must 
encourage dealers interest in 
the market, compared with 16 
limes in Egypt." AI Shacr 
added. 

But despite this reduction, 
ihc performance of the AFM 
was unable even to maintain its 
previous level and the official 



Shacr 


index fell dramatically since 
the beginning ot this year. 

However, only (wo days 
allot the announcement of the 
approval of the securities law. 
the index went up h> two 
points to close ai I52puinb. 

A mood of optimism scums 
lo he gradually restored tn the 
market as dealers and investors 
are being driven by the 
approval of the two laws and 
there is high especial ion. 

This is encouraged further by 
the increase of trading in stocks 
of sonic of the leading compa¬ 
nies. These include the Arab 
Bank. Housing Bank, the Jor¬ 
dan Cement Factories, whose 
total dealings exceeded JD 12 


Jordanian expo seen to 
enhance inter-Arab trade 


MORE THAN 140 local indus¬ 
trial companies arc preparing 
for the annual exhibition of Jor¬ 
danian products due to be held 
on 27 May at the Amman Inter¬ 
national Show, in Marj AI 
Hamm 

A higher cummittee from 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
(ACI) has been assigned to pre¬ 
pare for the expo, headed by 
the chairman of the Chamber 
Khaldnun Abu Hassan. 

Among participants in the 
expo arc the Central Bank of 
Jordan, ihc Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Bank, the Jordanian Ex¬ 
port Development and Com¬ 
mercial Centers Corporation 
(JEDCOk Royal Jordanian, the 
Jordan Industrial Estates, and 


the Free Zones Corp. In addi¬ 
tion. the Royal Jordanian 
Armed Forces will participate 
in the expo for the first time. 

The expo comes within the 
context of celebrating the 51st 
anniversary’ 01 Independence 
Day and the 44th anniversary 
of His Majesty's Accession to 
the Throne. 

The expo is seen as a good 
opportunity to promote Jordani¬ 
an products and acquaint others 
with the latest in Jordanian in¬ 
dustrial production. 

It also provides potential for 
these products to enter new 
markets in addition to enhance 
their presence in traditional 
ones. 

Khaldoun Abu Hassan sent 


invitations to Arab Chambers 
of Industry. Trade and Agricul¬ 
ture in participate in the expo s 
activities, and some Arab 
chambers and investors showed 
readiness to participate in the 
venue. 

Along the expo, an economic 
symposium w ill be held to dis¬ 
cuss the economic situation in 
the Arab World in the light of 
latest world-wide developments 
and preparations for the mem¬ 
bership in the Euro-Med part- 
neriat and the World Trade Or¬ 
ganization (WTO). 

The attendees will also tack¬ 
le the pressing need ro accredit 
international standards and 
high qualities, obstacles hinder¬ 
ing greater inter-Arab exchange 


British Midland and Lufthansa 
start codeshare flights 


BRITISH MIDLAND and 
Lufthansa announced last 
month code share flights. 
From 26 May, British Mid¬ 
land will start services from 
London Heathrow to Cologne/ 
Bonn in Germany and 
onwards from Colognc/Bonn 
to Rome Fiumicino. 

This is the first time that 
British Midland utilized its 
fifth freedom rights by operat¬ 
ing services between two EU 
countries other than the UK. 
and will be the airline's first 
scheduled service into Italy. 

British Midland will oper¬ 
ate a twice daily return ser¬ 
vice from Heathrow to 
Cologne. It will offer the ear¬ 
liest morning departure of any 


carrier out of cologne to 
Heathrow and the Iasi service 
back to Cologne in the eve¬ 
ning. enabling a full working 
day in the UK. The schedule 
from Cologne to Rome will 
be daily and British Midland 
will offer a direct service 
between the two cities. 

This is the airline's second 
route into Germany and fol¬ 
lows the successful launch of 
its Heathrow to Frankfurt ser¬ 
vice in March 1993. 

Maintaining its competitive 
pricing policy. British Mid¬ 
land will offer a wide range of 
Business Class and Leisure 
fares from the UK. including 
its executive and 3-day Exec¬ 
utive fares, in addition to pro¬ 


viding its award winning Dia¬ 
mond EroClass product. 

The introduction of the new 
routes marks the first develop¬ 
ment of continuing discus¬ 
sions between British Mid¬ 
land and Lufthansa. The new 
services will benefit from 
joint sales and marketing 
activities by the twn airlines. 
Talks are going on to expand 
services lo other destinations 
in the UK and Germany. 

British Midland launched 
three new routes from Heath¬ 
row tn Scandinavia. Copen¬ 
hagen. Osin and Gothenburg, 
illustrating - a dramatic growth 
in cities served from Heath¬ 
row of 25 percent since the 
start of the vear. ■ 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 
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million last Sunday. 

Moreover, shares of indus¬ 
trial companies saw a noticea¬ 
ble movement after succeeding 
in getting the VS approval to 
export their products to Iraq :r. 

ihc light or the oil-Mr-food 
deal. 

Wfiar is encouraging in the 
new Securities Law is the issue 
of separating the supervisory 
rote ot the stock exchange from 
ifs management part. 

This complies with world¬ 
wide laws and is expected to 
enhance super, isinn in the 
marker. 

■Vs!'* a ' Securities Commit¬ 
tee" in to he created and will 
have direct contact with the 
Prime Minister to guarantee the 
right dealing in securities, and 
organize, develop and monitor 
the market. It is hoped that this 
law will protect holders and 
investors in these securities 
against any forgery and 
malpractices. 

A center fnr these securities 
will he established soon to reg¬ 
ister and change ownership of 
exchanged securities at the 
oourse. It will also help to set¬ 
tle prices of securities among 
tankers and allow the organiz¬ 
ing of open and close invest- 


CsaJ fines that can go as high as 
JD 20.000 on a three-year 
imprisonment. 

This is not all. For the first 
time since the AFM was estab¬ 
lished in 197 k. the enlisted 
companies will be allowed to 
capitalize their voluntary 
reserves and accumulated prof¬ 
its by donating shares free of 
ux. This is seen as a good 
opportunity for dealers to owm 
shares of leading companies. ■ 


“Social Security.” Could it lead to 
poverty elimination? 


Fastlink 
and Afkar 
promoseven 
are partners 
in success 


meni funds The faw also 
imposes strict penalties cm vio¬ 
lations. These vary from finan- 





Abu Hassan 


trade and the role ol Arab 
Chambers in the course of eco¬ 
nomic development. 

The ACI has already pre¬ 
pared a program for the partici¬ 
pants in the venue lo make field 
visits to Jordanian factories and 
help them to exchange views 
and expertise with Jordanian 
producers and investors. 

According to an official 
source, a guide will be issued 
by the Chamber shedding light 
on the course of development 
in the Jordanian industrial sec¬ 
tor. ■ 


JORDAN MOBILE Tele¬ 
phone Services (Fastlink) 
has appointed Afkar Pro- 
moseven as Us advertising 
agency responsible for 
handling advertising, mar¬ 
keting and pabBc rela¬ 
tions. The appointment, to 
take effect Immediately, 
was agreed upon si a 
meeting held mi 5 May. 

Attending the meeting 
on behalT of Fastlink were; 
Mr David Bosworth, CEO, 
and Mr Anwar Atalla, ad¬ 
vertising manager; attend¬ 
ing on behalf of Afkar Pro- 
moseven were Yazid Bitar, 
general manager, Jorge 
Herandez, assistant gener¬ 
al manager and Nabfl El 
KarL senior account direc¬ 
tor. 

Fastlink is the pioneer 
mobile telephone company 
in Jordan. Through the 
use of state-of-the-art tech¬ 
nology and high quality 
service, it aims to provide 
Jordan with communica¬ 
tion facilities necessary for 
advancing into the 21st 
century. Afkar Promose¬ 
ven is among a network of 
14 branches that xnake-up 
Fortune Promoseven’s in¬ 
ternational group with op¬ 
erations and affiliations in 
the Middle East. Far East, 
Europe and the US. For¬ 
tune Promoseven provides 
advertising, marketing 
and public relations servic¬ 
es for multinational clients 
as well as major local cli¬ 
ents through its local offic¬ 
es. ■ 


THE SUFFERING'S of the poor is reaching th.- and iui mure 
unemployment. This is the slogan of the cumin*: sfam*—j<* 

secure abetter life for people in the Kingdom 
I Since a little more than a year, the gnver/imoni -ot ujvii 
identifying the “pockets of poverty" m the Country. it is i-.nu 
doing its best to explore people'» neeJ>. and help them main¬ 
tain the minimum standard of living. 

The situation is so serious amidst the much talked jboui 
market economy and '’globalization." that mean price hike- 
and additional burdens. 

But while there must he balance between hikes .ind wages, 
the budget .sadly does not even provide -uaec-uon-. t.v'ihc 
increase of the salaries' employ ee>. 

In order to lessen the burdens on the pi tv. the Planum*: Min¬ 
istry recently embarked on a series of social serum v measures 
to combat poverty and reduce unemployment 

Unemployment has rocketed since the last Gull war because 
of the thousands of returnees from Kuwait. Remittances esti¬ 
mated ai more than S1.5 million dried up 

However, officials are Irvine io calm people's tears by assur¬ 
ing [item that the jobless level i s going dow n. 

While estimates put unemployment in Jordan over the b-i 
five years at 25 percent, officials say it is only 14 percent: they 
say this reduction is due to the economic restructuring program 
of 1989. 

What is needed however, is an imaginative plan (>• rehabili¬ 
tate the workforce, expand productivity and create mure job.- 
for the different economic sectors. 

The amount needed lor the social security series is esti¬ 
mated at JD 431 million. However. Dr Fata id .41 Fartek. an eco¬ 
nomic expert, argues that while such amount, distributed over a 
five-year period, at an annual rate of JD 70 million, is a "step 
on the right track." it won t make miracles. 

The government will soon start its contacts with the donor 
countries to secure the funds to finance the phases for the 
series. 

Germany earlier stated that it is ready to pay DM 20 mil linn 
to Jordan, this is in addition to the World Bank and the United 
States. 

Also, the government’s budget for this fiscal year allocated 
JD 7 million for such purpose. Other allocations fur other 
social service institutions were also increased, involving the 
National Aid Fund and the Fund for Development and 
Employment. 

Lately, the United Nations Development program iUNDPi 
in Jordan showed willingness to contribute with $3(X).fiW) to 
support programs related to series of social security. ■ 


PIB launches banking 

services in Ramallah 


AT AN authorized capital of 520 million, the Palestine Interna¬ 
tional Bank (PIB) was opened last Saturday. The bank's pnid-i:p 
capital is SI 3.9 million. 

The PIB which is situated irr Ramallah was established in 
1996 by Palestinian businessmen and investors from the Ara¬ 
bian Gulf. 

An official banking source said that PIB is the sixth bank to 
be owned by Palestinians. Its activities cover the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The bank will provide its clients with 24 hours service, either 
through telephone calls or through the Internet. Its service-, 
include travel cheques, credit cards and auto service. 

The Palestinian Monetary' Authority (which functions as the 
Central Bank in the Palestinian territories 1 stated last year that 
there are 17 banks with 71 branches in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Deposits of these banks Iasi year stood at SI.722 billion. 

EJ 


Digital Microwave opens 
office in Amman 


AMMAN /Slari—The American 
based giant, the Digital Microwave 
Corporation <DMC« ha.-* officially 
openeJ a regional office in Amman 
I a>i Sunday'. Minister of Transport and 
Communications Dr Bassem AI Sakct 
especially came for the occasion 

In a short opening speech. Dr AI 
Sakei welcomed the fact that the com 
panv was establishing an office in 
Amman to serve the Middle East 
region. 

Regional Director of the corporation 
Mr Kevan Nightengjle said it was a 
hard decision, but in the end the com 
pony upled for Jordan 
instead of Dubai 
hccausc of the great 
potential this country 
offered. 

At the head of u 
large delegation. 

MDCs Senior Vice 
President Frank Car- 
retta flew from Califor¬ 
nia especially to attend 
the inauguration. 

The Digital Micro- 
wave Corporation, 
designs, manufactures 
and markets advanced, 
high performance digi¬ 
tal microwave radios 
for shori-und medium | 
haul communications. 

The corporation has 
a factory in Scotland 
and quite a number of 
its senior personnel 
attended. 

At the opening cere- j 
mony many Jordanian 
companies';,., well as Minimra 

personnel from the Jorda¬ 


nian military were invited. 

The purpose of the regional office is 
to provide maintenance for MDC’s 
products in the region as well as make 


companies and organizations more 
aware of the corporation's products. 

Digital Microwave have so far sold 
40.000 radios in over 50 countries in 


the world. ■ 


Regional Director Nightin 
gale (left) with MDC*s 
Vice President Carretta 
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Minister of Communications, Al Sdket (left) giving an informal speech 
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Pope visits a Lebanon struggling 

to recover from civil war 


By John Lancaster 

BEIRUT—Pope John Paul Q 
arrived here last Saturday to a 
joyful, flag-waving welcome as 
Lebanese Muslims and Chris¬ 
tians set aside their differences 
in the hope that his visit will 
speed political reconciliation 
and reconstruction in a country 
still struggling to recover from 
civil war. 

After welcoming ceremonies 
S Beirut’s international airport, 
where armed militias once 
reigned, the 76-year-old pontiff 
made his way into the city by 
motorcade, riding slowly past 
gutted, shell-pocked buildings 
along the infamous Green Line 
that once divided Muslim and 
Christian enclaves. 

He was cheered by jubilant 
crowds of Christians, Sunni 
Muslims and Shiite Muslims, 
including young women wear¬ 
ing head scarves—a sign of 
Muslim piety—and clutching 
yeilow-ond-white Vatican flags. 

The visit is the pope's first to 
the Middle East and the first by 
a pontiff to Lebanon since Pope 
Paul VI stopped here in 1964 
for a news conference en route 
. to Bombay. 

In southern Beirut, a strong¬ 
hold of the radical Shiire group 
known as Hezbollah, a poster 
welcoming the pope appeared 
alongside a mural of Iran's late 
spiritual leader. Ayatollah Ru- 


By Barton GeUman 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Eight months pregnant and wob¬ 
bly on her feeL Qudsia Diab 
Manko traveled recently to 
Israel's Interior Ministry for 
what she thought would be a 
joyful milestone. After years of 
waiting, the East Jerusalem 
Arab had been summoned for a 
"positive answer" on her request 
for legal papers for her husband. 

Manko. 29. knew something 
had gone wrong when the per¬ 
mit clerk produced a form letter 
typed in Hebrew, which she 
could not read. 

“1 asked him what was writ¬ 
ten there,” recalled Manko. who 
was bom the year after Israel 
Occupied her neighborhood in 
1967. “He said. ‘Everything is 
fine, just give me your identity 


holiah Khomeini. 

“He’s coming to see the Leb¬ 
anese. not Christians or Mus¬ 
lims," said Nada Atwa, 28. a 
Shiite Muslim from southern 
Beirut, as she waited on the mo¬ 
torcade route near the Green 
Line. “I hope be brings peace 
and unity to Lebanon-” 

The pope has his detractors in 
Lebanon, among them some 
Muslim leaders, who see him as 
overly sympathetic toward Is¬ 
rael, and right-wing Christians, 
who fear his visit will be inter¬ 
preted as an endorsement of the 
Syrian military presence thai 
they oppose. 

Helicopters wheeled over¬ 
head, sharpshooters took up po¬ 
sitions on rooftops, and more 
than 20.000 Lebanese troops 
have been deployed in and 
around Beirut to ensure the 
pope's safety during his sched¬ 
uled 32-hour visit. 

But most factional leaders ap¬ 
peared to accept governmental 
officials' argument that the pa¬ 
pal presence will boost their ef¬ 
forts to promote stability and se¬ 
curity. 

Maronite Catholics have ex¬ 
pressed hopes that the visit will 
help restore some of the power 
and prestige they have lost since 
the civil war ended in 1990. 
Maronites. who are affiliated 
with the Roman Catholic 
Church but have their own litur¬ 
gy. make up most of Lebanon's 



Pope John Paul II talking to Sheikh Mohammad Shams Al Din (left), and Sheikh Mo¬ 
hammad Rashid Al Qabani, the mufti of Lebanon during a reception held at the presi¬ 
dential Palace in honor of the Pope’s visit, Saturday. 


Christians—who constitute 30 
to 45 percent of Lebanon's esti¬ 
mated 3.2 million citizens. 

More-precise numbers are 
not available because the gov¬ 
ernment has not conducted a 
census, fearing that to do so 
could upset the delicate power- 
sharine arrangement among 


Shiites. Sunnis and Christians 
that was instituted at the end uf 
the civil war. The National As¬ 
sembly is divided evenly be¬ 
tween Muslims and Christians. 

The pope, at the airport, 
kissed a box of Lebanese soil 
offered by Lebanese schoolchil¬ 
dren. In brief remarks, he large¬ 


ly steered clear of politics, 
dwelling on the need for unity 
and reconciliation. 

"Everyone is invited to en¬ 
gage in the serv ice of peace and 
reconciliation ... so violence 
will never triumph over dia¬ 
logue. nor fear and caution over 
confidence, nor haired over fra¬ 


ternal love.” he said. “On the 
eve of the third millennium, 
Lebanon should, while preserv¬ 
ing its special riches and re¬ 
maining as it is, be able to open 
to the developing realities of 
modem society." 

- But die pope also acknowl¬ 
edged that Lebanon is subject to 
forces beyond its control, noting 
that he often has called on the 
international community “to 
help the Lebanese people to 
once again find peace in a na¬ 
tional territory recognized and 
respected by alL" 

His comments were • an 
oblique reference to the contin¬ 
ued presence in Lebanon of Is¬ 
raeli forces, who occupy a strip 
north of Israel's border as a buf¬ 
fer a gains t rocket attacks by 
Hezbollah guerrillas, and 
35,000 Syrian troops, whose in¬ 
tervention ended the dvfl war 
but at considerable cost to Leba¬ 
nese sovereignly. 

After his speech at the air¬ 
port, John Paul made his way 
under sunny skies to the, presi¬ 
dential palace at Baabda, in the 
hills above Beirut, along a route 
lined with Vatican and Leba¬ 
nese flags. There he met with 
leading Christian and Muslim 
clerical and political figures, in¬ 
cluding President Elias Hrawi. 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri and 
parliamentary Speaker Nabih 
Bern. The pope then flew by 
helicopter to a Christian suburb 


north of Beirut, where he deliv¬ 
ered evening mass to thousands 
of young people. - 

Among the harshest critics of 
John Paul’s visit is WaKd Jum- 
blatt, a leader of Lebanon's 
Druse sect and a member of Ha¬ 
riri's government. In an inter¬ 
view with As Saftr newspaper 
last Friday. Juinblari accused the 
Vatican ‘ of “right-wing”— 
meaning pro-Israel—leanings 
and warned that the pope's visit 
“will ftief sectarianism on both 
.sides." 

However, Hezbollah, which 
operates as a legal political par¬ 
ty here, has welcomed the 
pope’s visit “We are waiting 
for this visit with beans filled 
with love and minds open to di¬ 
alogue. The Holy Father has 
nothing to fear in Lebanon," 
Mohammed -Hussein Farilallah, 
Hezbollah’s spiritual leader, told 
the Rome La Repubblica news¬ 
paper.'• 

Against the static backdrop of 
Beirut’s war-shattered skyline. 
Pope John ‘Paul XT brought 
300,000 • Lebanese Christians 
and Muslims together last Sun-' 
day for a Roman Catholic Mass, 
urging them to renew : their 
country’s “historical mission" as . 
a model of coexistence. ■ . 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


Israel stripping many Arabs in east 
Jerusalem of identity cards, residency rights 


card.' I gave him my (D and he 
gave me the paper and he said, 
‘You. your husband and your 
children have 15 days to leave 
the country.' Then he said 
goodbye.” 

Manko. whose first name 
means “Jerusalemite" in Arabic, 
is one of more than a thousand 
Arabs whose right to live in East 
Jerusalem has been revoked by 
Israel since last year. She 
learned, a her trudging through 
the rain from office to office the 


next day. that she has no right to 
a hearing or appeal. 

"I am afraid to give birth 
because I have no papers.” said 
Manko. who is due any day. “1 
don't know which hospital to go 
to. How will 1 register? How 
will 1 get a birth certificate?" 

The" Israeli practice of strip¬ 
ping East Jerusalem Arabs of 
their legal papers, begun in the 
last months of the previous gov¬ 
ernment and intensified since 
Prime Minister Benjamin 


Netanyahu came to power, is 
transforming those affected into 
illegal immigrants in the city of 
their birth. 

With 1.047 cases acknowl¬ 
edged by the government since 
last year, and thousands more 
family members affected in 
practice, the campaign has 
reached a scale at which it is 
beginning to shift the city's 
demographic balance. 

Less publicized than conflicts 
over Jewish home-building in 



East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank, the confiscation of Jerusa¬ 
lem IDs looms as large in the 
popular Palestinian belief that 
Israel intends to impose its will 
instead of negotiating as prom¬ 
ised on the holy city's future. 

Human rights groups call the 
campaign a "quiet deportation.” 
and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat told foreign diplomats in 
March that it amounts to “a seri¬ 
ous ethnic-cleansing campaign." 

Israeli officials deny a politi¬ 
cal motive. They say the East 
Jerusalem Arabs are losing their 
papers under neutral rules that 
apply to other nationals as well. 

Manko and others like her. 
they maintain, arc forfeiting 
their right to live here by mov¬ 
ing. albeit temporarily, outside 
Jerusalem or by acquiring resi¬ 
dency rights in another country. 
Israeli Jews are not similarly 
affected, they said, because they 
are citizens and not subject to 
the same rules. 

Under US and international 
pressure. Netanyahu said on 
CNN earlier that he will "make 
it easier for those who have lost 
their identity cards to get them 
back." He has not. however, 
ordered a halt in the revocation 
of Arab ID cards or drafted leg¬ 
islation to do so. 

David Bar Ilian, his director 
of communication, s3id Netan¬ 
yahu wants to change the law 
but that “will not be an easy 
matter bccuuse...ihere may be 
members of the coalition who 
object to il strenuously. ' 

The man most responsible for 
enforcing the policy, interior 
Minister Eli Suissa. is one of 
those. He said his ministry's 
goal, acting within the law. “is 
to prevent a flooding of Jerusa¬ 
lem" by Arabs and to promote 
“a rise in the Jewish 
population." 

“We will fight with all our 
power in the war over Jerusa¬ 
lem. whether through this law or 
through the building and plan¬ 
ning law or another law,” he 
said in an interview. “It does not 
matter what means 1 use." 


The identity cards in question, 
granted to East Jerusalem Arabs 
after Israel's occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza in the 1967 
War. confer tbe right of “perma¬ 
nent residence.” Although fad¬ 
ing short of citizenship, the 
cards entitle their holders to live 
and work in the city without the 
special permits required of other 
Palestinians. 

The loss of legal papers 
makes normal life impossible 
and exposes those without them 
to the risk of random arresL 
Those who remain here illegally 
lose their right to receive health 
care, collect social insurance and 
enroll their children in school. 
Some lose the only means they 
had to travel across international 
boundaries. 

Among those ordered to leave 
their homes in Jerusalem are 105 
Arabs who hold US passports or 
green cards, a fact that has 
drawn sharp but thus far fruitless 
protests from the United States. 

Kathy Riley, chief US consu¬ 
lar officer in Jerusalem, said 
she's had five or six meetings 
with the Interior Ministry. 
“We're asking. ‘Why have you 
changed this all of a sudden? For 
30 years you haven’t had this 
policy. Why now are you imple¬ 
menting this?’" 

Tbe Israeli government also 
has all but halted the granting of 
"family reunification" permits. 

Interior Ministry spokes¬ 
woman Tova Etinson said. “We 
don't have the staff” to process 
the backlog of 8,000 Arab 
requests since 1994. During Ihe 
same period, her ministry 
approved 2362168 applications 
for citizenship for Jews or their 
family members abroad. 

Israel's legal argument rests 
on the status of “permanent resi¬ 
dent" granted to the 66,000 
Arabs it counted in a 1967 East 
Jerusalem census. East Jerusa¬ 
lem Arabs, who have since 
grown to number 160,000, 
moved freely back and forth to 
the West Bank, neighboring 
Arab countries and overseas. 

But beginning in 1988, Israeli 


governments sought and 
obtained authority from the 
Supreme Court to treat East 
Jerusalem Arabs, in effect, as 
immigrants under Israel’s Law 
of Entry. 

Suissa, tbe cabinet minister, 
explained that Palestinians are. 
trying to transfer large popula¬ 
tions of Arabs bad: to Jerusalem' 
for political reasons, “and I don't 
intend to help them." 

Tbe records of human rights 
counselors do not support that 
claim. Most of those stripped of 
their papers are already living 
here, and they are losing their 
legal status after examinations. 

Manko. the pregnant 29-year- 
old, was born and raised here by 
a family that lived and owned 
property in Jerusalem for gener¬ 
ations. In 1985 she married a 
cousin who did not have the 
right to live in Jerusalem. 

They lived together in Jordan 
under what Israel then called its 
“open bridges” policy. But 
Manko maintained her Jerusa¬ 
lem ID by spending two to six 
months a year with her parents 
here. 

In 1994, Israel began accept¬ 
ing applications by Jerusalem 
Arab women for ‘‘reunification” 
ID cards for their husbands. 
Manko and her husband 
returned and applied for one. 
They have lived here continu¬ 
ously since, enrolling their chil¬ 
dren in schools and paying 
municipal taxes and $312.73 a 
year for government-mandated 
social insurance. 

In March, three years after 
she returned to Jerusalem, the 
Interior Ministry decided Qudsia 
Manko must leave. 

“I was flabbergasted. I didn’t 
know what was happening,” 
Manko said. "When I went to 
the director, the words wouldn't 
come out I was afraid I would 
start screaming. It's impossible 
that I would leave. This is my 
country, and one’s country is in 
one’s blood.” ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 





a ‘bigot” list—because-of their' 
afx - ess tn certain reformation.. 

Attorney General Janet Reno-j>'*W 
conficmed last week, that 
investigation is under . way . vjs 
involving a conversation inter- ,-V-Sr 
cepted last January that sug-.~ 
gested Israel may have an 
tigence asset who cart flbBiiL.r.'a,^ 
sensitive US information.. . 

"We have an ongoing investi-.. ’ v*? 
gatioo, so' I can’t comment,” 1 

Reno said at her weekly Justice r ^T-^i 

Departmentriews briefing- -/■' 

.The conversation between.-; 
two Israeli intelligence offi- - T' J - 
cers—one irr Washington and vSysigi 
the other " in Tel A vi v—-was^ T; j&jJ 
intercepted by the National; 

Security Agency.. The officers * 
.referred to someone code-'; 

.named “Mega" and an attempt ..;, «V’ 
to obtain a sensitive American 1 
; document.;. .A . 

Israeli authorities have ’a? i. A 
denied emphatically that they - - ^ 

have conducted improper [ntelfi- 
; gpnee-gathering'' operations in 
the United States of that they;- 
have improperly received sfcnsi- \ 
tive US government documents 
from officialshere. ' 

Officials in. Israel, jytiile not 
denying that- -the; intercepted £ • 

conversation took place, offered .; ^ 

varyingexplanations^uggesting. - 
it had ~t»een misunderstood by- ' 

US authorities; - ._ *\ ' 

•1!“I kraW wtatt tins titing 
Danny Navdi, iPrime Minister 
BenjaimnNetanyahu’sCabma 1 ; r 

secretary, told Israeli Anny/AA; iy. 
Radio. *1 can teil proti- tii^ X; i ^ ^ 
know the facts (and) when, „ 'J 
the truth becomes: clear, t.... '.j? ~: 
believe everyone win under-.,'; 
stand how false and tatficrous-. 
the story is.” ' ■' : ’. Z;'.\ f... 

One source said; a- senior 
Israeli intelligence official in 
Tel Aviv told Israeli reportersV 
that Mega did noLrefer to a US 
official but to "somediingelse.” 

Tbe official • refused •_ to : 
elaborate. ■ . m ■ 

Still another Israeli, official . . 
reportedly told Israel's Hadrefc;-':' - 
newspaper that the reference to T.dMn 
Mega apparently resulted from .' -Jr? 
an error in decoding or translat- . ., 
ing the conversation between . s 
the two Israeli officers, and 
apparently was a reference to - %•*;- 
“Elga.” He described that as a : 
term tharMossad, the Israeli - • 

intelligence service, used to use. V 
for the CIA. ; 

US officials declined tocom^ - 
raent on the various Israeli 
responses. _ 

The January conversation. >.. . \ 
between the two Israeli intelli-Vc H:- .. 
gence officers took place in .. ” - 
Hebrew over a secure line, US > 
officials said. A source who has : ! J 
seen a transcript of the NSA 
intercept said it had been trans- . •. - v 
lated "awkwardly," but US offi-' : .„ . 
dais with knowledge of the FBI ; • . : 

inquiry said it appeared to rqfer „ - 
to someone in the upper reaches . 
of the US government wbo had 
provided information to Israel. •/ 
in the past ; . •. v . , 

The transcript refers to a 
request by Eiiayahu Ben Elissar; ' 

Israel’s ambassador to Wash¬ 
ington, to an embassy intelli- • * 
gence officer to obtain a copy ; . 
of a letter from then-Secretary j 
of State Warren Christopher to •* 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- \ ' 
fat. The letter provided US assu- •; 
ranees to the Palestinians after 
successful negotiations to with- : *-, • 
draw Israeli troops from most of " ’ ; ' 
the West Bank city of Hebron. 1.. 

According to. the source who 1. .. 
has seen the transcript, the iuet- ; ; 
iigeoce officer in Washington : jtf 
told his- superior in Tel Aviv ; ; ™ 
that “die . ambassador wants me - - v'C-. 
to go to Mega to get a copy of • 
this letter." The supervisor 
rejected the request, tbe source ‘ j • ■*.. 
said, quoting the NSA transcript ! • 
as saying, “this is not something :- 
we use Mega for.” 

FBI officials would not con4->" -- 1 ' 
meat Thursday, but countering • • ' 
telhgence specialists said ttie > 'A; 4 
feet that bureau authorized sur- - 
ydilance operations oil ^edfic 
individuais in the government. r ’~; - 
t n dicated they believed M ega -. 

referred to a US official : J 
CounterinidligeDce.' investiga- •;■ 

tiras typically begin with an 
Koiytical inquiry to de u autin e ‘ 
which individuals in - govenF 
meat had access to information 
that had been compromised. ■ 
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Italian concert in Amman 


ON SATURDAY 17 May at K pm u concert is 
]>ivcn I 11 the Italian group 1 rift Doppler at (hr 
new "L'ily Hall*’ of the Greater Amman Munic¬ 
ipality <G\M). 

I! is organized by the Italian Embassy in 
cnupcr.ilion with the Ministry of Tourism. 
Jcrash Festival of Culture and Arts and GAM. 

A unique chamber ensemble it was founded 
in Rome In Franz Alhancse and Deborah Ivru- 
zansky in lf)7S. Named after Franz Doppler, 
the IVth century composer and virtuoso, the 
Trio has revived numerous forgotten works 
written fur their delightful combination of 
fliiles and piano, and has added many new 
pieces hv Hie finest contemporary composers. 

The trio Doppler has performed all over the 
world including in New York's Carnegie Hail 


in 1989 as well us in important international 
festivals. 

Their recordings of both modern and classi¬ 
cal works have won much praise, and the 
ensemble has been heard on radio and televi¬ 
sion in Italy and abroad. The Trio Dopplers’ 
programs offer a fascinating mixtures of styles 
from Kach and operatic paraphrases to chal¬ 
lenging and stimulating modern compositions. 

In Amman the Trio Doppler will perform, 

pieces hv Donizetti. Pieutzio, Doppler, Jieng, 
Atbanese and Verdi. 

The entrance tickets and JD 6 for adults and 
JD z for students. Ait proceeds win go to the 
orphanage of the “Al Hussein Welfare Soci¬ 
ety." ■ 


Najia Mehadji 


A subjective view of the Dome 


Dy Ynca de Maio 

'>/*.. • /» Slur 


r 


3 n Mic hail next in Said Nusef- p 

9 l*vlii’s phoios ,11 ttic Dome ot the * 

9 H-'c*. in JeruH.ifem. Dural AI 9- 

9 1 ’•■min i' host mo an on mllccnun W 

• •11 die universal theme of the w- 

rj.uu/hv tiic Paris-based Morocc.ui ■ 

-«Usi Najia Mehadji. With the mien- ■ 

lioa * f t highlighting iheir complemcn- ft 

i.«ritv tiom 13 May in i2 June, con- ft • 

yiute images and gcometn/eJ ft, 

.iloir.ictions. realistic colors and black * = 
and while platonic ideas, and svn- Ir.. 

1 belie universality dialogue perfectly Bpr- 
b rainy and spiritual aspiration. ft* • 

"The fund.tuieniai idea for my 
work on is that the symbolic forms 
created by man have been abstracted 
tiom the real world and ihc.se always refer 10 
something real." Mehadji underlines. "1 seek to 
Imd connections between origins of geometric 
lot nr.. I begun focusing on the “dome” in since 
10114 and June a lot of research on Arab and uni¬ 
versal architecture, in ;dl cultures the dome is the 
symbol of the skv." .she points out. 

Eighteen collages on canvas revealing appar¬ 
ently fixed geometric forms, crystal-like octa¬ 
gons. smooth squares, blurry circles, transparent 
volumes and pyramids, arc the expressions 
Mehadji gives to her subjective philosophy of 
the "passage", lhat is the transition between the 
a mi invent and the transcendent. 

The dome is based on the octagon. Inscribed 
’>\v tv*, shift-staggered squares—the square being 
•the symbol of the earth—the octagon 1 fre¬ 
quently use symbolizing the upward transition 
between the earthly world and the mysterious 
sl.y." she explains. "1 am interested in this state 
of being in between two worlds, maybe because 
I live between France and Morocco." 

Born in Paris. Mehadji visited for the first 
time her parents’ native country at the age of 10 
and tound the Arab ornamental mosaic particu¬ 
larly beautiful. "In 1970 I studied mosaic art in 
die Beaux Arts Faculty of the Sorbonne Univer- 
siiy. I took courses of painting and etching, but it 
is ihe mosaic, especially the Arab zellige w ith its 
gcoinetri/ation of vegetable and cosmic natural 
iiirni** (such as leaves and stars), lhat made me 
interested in the origins of decorative abstract 
figures." she continues. 

Abstract signs decorating Berber pottery and 
carpels arc all symbols referring to naiure. The 
other day. while contemplating the shadow of a 
tig leaf in the gardens of the Darat. she became 
convinced that the origin of the eight-cornered 
star motif of mosaics must have lied in such a 
V shadow projected by the sun in the zenith posi- 
1 lion. Bv her own deduction she followed the 
Ionic that demonstrated a close resemblance 
between Sumerian writing and the prints left by 
birds on the sand. 

"Nomadic tribes constantly lived in the open 
under the Dome of the sky and developed a deep 
relation with the planets." says the artist. "In the 
desert, contact with the sky is direct and funda¬ 
mental to man. The moving cosmogenic dome of 
the Al Hambra aL Granada in Spain built in the 
I iih century is the best example of this. The 
stars moon and sun or the dome were moving in 
parallel to the planets," she adds. The infinite sky 
is the onlv thing people have in common, since 
on earth there arc so many frontiers, she states. 

Having worked on the myth of Icarus 1 1985- 
,S 6 ). the Japanese Timcspace (1990) and the pyr¬ 
amids tl 992-94). Mehadji worked on paintings 
and etchings dedicated to the octagon and the 

diamond. . , r . 

She ha*, adopted the iheatncal concepL or arte 
ihnvru. As a student at the Paris VIII University 
from 1972 to 1975. she did a lot of theatrical 
A -lab research" on body expression. Hence the 
gesture, painting technique she employs m her 
works. 







Mehadji*s painting technique is simple, yel 
lull of nuances. She first leaves prints on ihe 
canvas from a white-painted sheet by large arm 
gestures and then glues the collages previously 
painted in black. The glue is colored and the 
stains left by the pressure of the hand on the can¬ 
vas arc not removed, but blurred with the 
fingers. 

Occasionally the black and white contrast is 
replaced by the blue-red combination. The while 
prinls arc almost cxprc.ssionisiic and make one 
doubt the mathematical stillness of the figures. 
The emotional and physical gestures confer 
internal dynamism to the apparently motionless 
forms. They move just like the Mars, although 
unnoticed. "The diamond figure in particular has 
revolved around its own axis as planets do in 
space." she stresses. The arbitrary traces of the 
body counterpoise ihe perfect lines and propor¬ 
tions of Ihe geometric figures. 

The place of ejeh picture follow a precise 


nrdci On the right side wall, 
the p.irulings hang un an invisi¬ 
ble Ir.ijccliiry describing the 
ni.ilhemalical shape of Ihe infi¬ 
nite On the other side, among 
i*ther hie and small format 
"domes." two are set on top of 
die •*!her The upper represent 
ilnee diifercni phases of the 
in*mu. while the other is dedi¬ 
cated to the earth. The similar¬ 
ity between these "domes” and 
nioiiis decorating the "Dome of 
the Rock" is discreet but 
re lev ant 

"According 10 architectural 
rules, the base of the building 
should he square and the dome 

should rely on an octagonal structure What is artist. "I think they could do without the square, 
amazing in the case of "the Dome <il the R»vk" because the rock ties in the middle under the 
is liial the base itself is octagonal," notices the golden dome", she adds.B 


The Disney Channel—Middle East 
meets with overwhelming response 


SINCE ITS launch on the Orbit Satellite Televi¬ 
sion and Radio Network on April 2. The Disney 
Channel—Middle East has met with an over¬ 
whelming response from the network’s viewers, 
who have enjoyed one month's free subscription 
to the service. 

From the premiere of the Disney classic "The 


Jungle Binik" to live action and animated series 
>uch as "Home Improvement". "Mickey Mouse 
and Friends". "Quack Attack” and "Empty 
Next.” viewers have been treated li| a round-the- 
clock .selection of premium family program¬ 
ming. available exclusively on The Disney 
Channel. 


Amman tour operator stars in BBC 
business programs 

A Six-part BBC World Service series, 00 (he importance of marketing, features a young Jor¬ 
danian business man as one of the main experts. Mohammed Qawasmi. who runs Master 
Toots at the 7tb Circle City Terminal, describes how he hoilt bis business around a philoso¬ 
phy of potting the customer first 

The program, started this week, and runs until June. Is about the importance of marketing 
for business success. Qawasmi, who worked in the travel business for 11 years, started his 
new company last year and already is one of the fastest growing travel and tourism operators 
in Jordan. Master Tours provides the whole range of services from air tickets to individually 
designed tours of Jordan, Jerusalem and the Ffolv Land. 

The idea behind the programs is to provide advice for new growing business, with empha¬ 
sis on young would-be entrepreneurs in Asia and Africa. They are based around interviews 
with successful business people, like Mohammed Qawasmi, who describe Iheir own experienc¬ 
es, the case study material is then analyzed on air by marketing expert Professor Malcolm 
Harper from the United Kingdom’s C ran field School of Ma n ag em ent. 

The first program, broadcast last Tuesday, dealt with the importance of marketing. Subse¬ 
quent programs, al the same time every week at 19:15 GMT consider pricing, packaging and 
presentation, advertising and customer service. ■ 


"Given the importance of the family in our 
region, we had anticipated that the service 
would hu\c a simng appeal for our audience. 
However, uke-up even during this free period 
ha*, exceeded all our exceptions.” commented 
Mohammed Basrawi. Orbit’s vice president of 
Next." viewers have been treated to a round-the- 
clock selection of premium family program¬ 
ming. available exclusively on The Disney 
Channel 

"Given the importance of the family in our 
region, we had anticipated that the service 
would have a strong appeal lor our audience. 
However, take-up even during this free period 
has exceeded all our exceptions.” commented 
Mohammed Basrawi. Orbit’s vice president of 
programming. "Our Customer Service Center 
has been inundated with calls praising The Dis¬ 
ney Channel and inquiring about subscription.” 

"The Channel has launched with a strong 
line-up of quality programming and a broad 
variety ot shows catering to the young and their 
families alike. We now must focus on constam 
improvements, paying close attention to the 
response uf our audience." commented The Dis¬ 
ney Channel Managing Director Scott Hicks. 

"With Orbit and a strong Disney Channel 
team in place, we are confident that IDC-ME 
will enjoy the same success as Disney channels 
el sew here." 

The service, specifically developed for fami¬ 
lies in the Middle East and North Africa, offers 
an enticing line-up of originally-produced pro¬ 
grams and quality Disney entertainment. ■ 


Art exhibition 

Giving Dana a helping hand 


tSS, this philosophy the Quajd- 
named after the founder of Paki- 
e-Azam H _ _ai_i Ah Jun- 

K SEE hortfo* an an exhibition for .he 
people of Dana. 



Opened last Tuesday, and under the patron¬ 
age of the Pakistani Ambassador in Amman. 
Mr All Sarwar Naqavi. the exhibition is being 
held with the cooperation of the Friends of 
Dana and the Royal Society for the Conserva¬ 
tion of Naiure. 

On display is an impressive collection of art 
works ranging from paintings, sculptures, mo¬ 
saic and ceramics works. In addition, there is 
display of indigenous jewelry and food prod¬ 
ucts. produced by the people of the Dana Val¬ 
ley. 

Hie Friends of 
Dana is a voluntary 
charitable society, 
established in Am¬ 
man in 1991. to 
raise funds to help . 
the people of Dana 
in restoring their 
homes and general¬ 
ly raise their living 
< standards. 

' The Pakistani 
Embassy feels that 
the art exhibition, in 
aid of the people of 
Dana, is a worthy 
objective lhat de¬ 
serves full support, 
an embassy official 
said. 

The Quaid-e- 



Cutting the ribbon: Ambassador Naqavi (center), with Minister of Public Works Nasser 
Al Lawzi (left), and Mayor of the Grater Amman Municipality Mamdouh Al Abbadi 


Aram Hall was opened in December 1996 by 
Deputy Prime Minister. Dr Abdullah Ensour 
and Begum Shaista Ikramillah, former Paki¬ 
stani member of Parliament, and mother of 
Her Royal Highness Princess Servath Al 
Hassan. 

The .same embassy source said that the Em¬ 
bassy would be ready to host and extend assis¬ 
tance related to similar charitable and social 


welfare causes in Jordan. 

The proceeds of the exhibition, which con¬ 
tinues till 20 May. will be used for the devel¬ 
opment of the Dana village. 

The opening ceremony was also attended by 
many of Amman's diplomatic community and 
top Jurdanian artists like Hind Nasser, some 
of whose works are displayed in the exhibi¬ 
tion. ■ 
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THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 
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Colonel Sanders at the Pearly Gates 


Darren was unaware that, under the table, his wife 
and Raymond were playing “tentaclies." 
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Some of our more common “rescue” animals 
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Oded Eran, I’ambassadeur israelien eclair 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


9L’ambassadeur vratU'r, e* JordaaU, Oded 

son poste mardi, une semaine apres avoir pns sesfoncti p Nettanakouetleroi 

conL le fait de ne pas avoir die inform6 a Vavance de la rencontre entre MMeW^*** 

Hussein USrud denier a Aqaba. Les deux Honune 

crise qui avail surgi la mime semaine sur la question du portage des ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Selon la radio isradlienne, M.Eran aurait exphque dans sa lettre de d&r&swn qu ?^ 
de place pour sa fonction*. «Je n’ai aucune intention d etre on censeur ,mfreDrfees» 

rencontres, mais 0 est ndcessaire d’informer I’amba^de que 

A la suite de Vannonce de sa decision, Israel s est da «desole * toutefms didari 

ambassadeur en Jordan ie. Le porte-parole de M Nettmyaliou, Sh^B^ua toute^^ 
mardi que le Premier ministre avail inform* le chef de la diplomatic israilienne DandL^ydem 
rencontre d'Aqaba et qu'ilrevenaUhson ministdre d'avertir Vombassadeur 
M.Netanyahou a egalement invoqui le caractkre «secret» de cette rencontre pourexphquer 
h I’icart de I’ambassadeur isradlien. 





SELON 


II ne reste peut- 

etre qua attendre un mira¬ 
cle pour espdrer voir les 
Jordaniens se rend re mas- 
sivement aux umes lore 
des prochaines Elections 
legislatives. Certes les rai¬ 
sons ne manquent pas 
pour que le taux de partici¬ 
pation ddpasse 42%. seuil 
atteint lore des elections de 
1993. Mais le contexte dco- 
nomico-politique actuel 
risque mai he une use mem de 
ne pas favoriser les choses 
en ce sens. 

En eiTcL dans cette pd- 
riode de stagnation dcono- 
mique marquee par une sd- 
rie ^augmentations suc- 
cessives des prix des pro- 
duits de consommation, les 
conditions de vie des 
couches poputaires re ces- 
sent de se ddtdriorer. Le 
taux de chomage d£ passant 
les 15% et la forte propor¬ 
tion dc ia population vivant 
sous le seuil de pauvreid, 
au moins 30%. tdmoignent 
de ceue mauvaise santd 
dconomique. De plus, 
l'impasse actuelle du pro¬ 
cessus de paix ne laisse pas 
espdrer une relance rapide 
dc I'dconomie jordanienne 
grace & une ouverture des 
marches. Et le nouveau 

I in socio-dconomique an- 
incd la semaine demifere 
affre pas de solution & 
turf terme. 

A cette morositd econo- 
ique vient s'ajouter une 
rrtaine ddeeption poli¬ 
ce. Le processus demo- 
atique aurait connu une 
/anede considerable si les 
rincipaux amendements 
■clamds par 1'ensemble 
as forces politiques et so- 
iales avaient dtd adopts 
our le prochain suffrage, 
leux-ci concement essen- 
ellement I'abaissement de 
&ge minimum de I'dlecteur 
e 19 i 18 ans, l'aug- 
lemation du nombre de 
ifeges it l'Assemblde na- 
ionale de 80 & 100 ou 120 
ifeges, le red dcou page de 
ertaines circonscriptions 
lecto rales pour rdtablir 
dquilibre entre le nombre 
I’fiiecteurs et le nombre de 
Idputds, l'adoption d'un 
node de scrutin mixte al- 
iant scrutin de lisle et sou- 
in uninominal. et enfin, 
'octroi d'un nombre de 
iifeges aux femmes. 

Malheureusement, au- 
mn des ces amendements 
i'a dt 6 retenu par le Pre¬ 
mier ministre Abdel Salem 
Majali qui a apparemnaent 
oplfi pour la reconduction 
du mdme systfeme Electoral 
qu'en 1993, Ndanmoins, le 
gouvemement se reserve 
l'adoption d'une loi dlecto- 
rale temporal re. devant no- 
tamment permettre la redis¬ 
tribution de dix sifeges, 
quatre nouveaux gouveme- 

rats ayant dtd erdds depuis 
les demiferes Elections. 

En fait, seule une vraie 
bataille dleciorale pourrait 
changer le cours de ces 
flections et erder une rfelle 
polarisation de 1'dlectorai. 

Les object! fs des deux 
plus grandes formations 
polidques, le Front de 
['Action Islamique (FAI) et 
le nouveau Parti national 
constitutionnel (PNC), sont 
Clairs: le FAJ tentcra 
(fobtenir le rad me nombre 
de sifges que les Frferes 
musulmans en 1989, e'est- 
2t-dire 23 sidges, tandis que 
le PNC s'efforcera de se 
constituer une majoritf 
parlemenlaire. 

Enfin. I'intensity de la 
bataille flectorale dfpendra 
bcaucoup du comporie- 
ment des forces nationa- 
listes, libfrules el de 
gauche qui vont se prfsen- 
ter en bloc €lectoraL Mais 
Ul encore, il est ^ red outer 
que le jeu ne soil biaisf, les 
rivalitfs exislant entre les 
difffrentes formations pdli- 
riques I'emportant trop sou- 
vent sur leur intfrSt com- 
muaH 


Droits de l’Homme 


Palestine 


Un partenariat difficile a appliquer La fierte de 

* _ t i -t nnr _ j. 1 ^a. A In rarhorrhp ri J UYl&. i 


Issu de la declaration de Barcelone de 1995, un partenariat euro- 
mediterraneen dans le domaine des droits de VHomme se developpe peu 
d peu. II se heurte cependant a de nombreux obstacles . et notamment a 
la politique israelienne qui empeche une cooperation globale. 


A la recherche d’une solution pour re ]f n< \ ;> 

processus de paix, les Americains se eu j. 
I’intransigeance de M.Netanyahou qui rev J? , 
avec fierte la relance de la politique de colonisation. . 


Reunis au Caire du d'Aigc 

3 au 10 mai. les participants du nie. di 

premier atelier du programme Syrie. 

euro-mdditernuiden dans le do- ainsi ( 

maine des droits de l'Homme expert 

ont exprimf leur crainte que rogf s 

wl'intransigennce isradlienne signal 

vis-5-vis des droits des Pales- Barce 

tiniens n'aboutisse & la mort de F1DH 

la declaration de Barcelone* tation 

signde par 27 Elals en [995. organ 
Cette recommandation a did lui. - 
adoptde par la rdunion qui a eld itaii 
organisde par la Fdderation In- organ 
temationale deas droits r —, r „ ——— 
de l’Homme (FIDH) ct * - 

1 'Organisation dgyp- 
tienne des droits de .. . 
1’Homme (OEDH). Sou- 
tenu par la Commission 
europdenne. le pro- ; ...~ t 

gramme euro-mddi ter- : .-T-’.v 

randen a pour objectif de .' • . ‘ Jv 
mettre en ceuvre la partie fS. 

relative i la promotion de '* 7 ; J 

la ddmocratie et des - - y 
droits de l'Homme dans 
ladite ddclaration. L'dta- • V.' 
pe du Caire sera suivie • ;.v r .:^ 
par quatre auDres ateliers ’• ,-V' ‘T tSS 
au cours des deux pro-' 
chaines anndes. y : i 

L'atelier de la semaine 
demifere a requ I'aval du 
ministere deyptien des :; ; 

Affaires etrangdres dont 5 
le reprdsentant a assiste h V 
routes les sdances. Cette • 
participation a dte souli- ', „']/ 
gnde par les organisa¬ 
tions presentes, et en particulier I'Hoi 

I'OEDH qui ne jouil toujoure Or. t 
pas d'une reconnaissance juri- ganL 

dique officieUe maigid ses dix regu 

annfes d'intense activity. Ce sanu 

soutien du ministere des Af- n'on, 

faires dtrangeres a did considdrd plerr, 

com me une reconnaissance de U 

facto de la pan du gouveme- repn 
mentdgyptien. jsro^ 

Cet atelier a rduni les organi- FID, 

sations des droits de l'Homme true! 


d'Algerie, d'Egypte. de Jorda- 
nie. du Maroc, dc Palestine, de 
Syrie. du Soudan, de Tunisie. 
ainsi que la FIDH et diffdrents 
experts imemationaux. lnter- 
rogd sur l'absence d'lsrael. pays 
signataire de la ddclaration de 
Barcelone. un responsable dc la 
FIDH a prdcisd qu’aucune invi¬ 
tation n'avait did adressde aux 
organisations israeliennes. Pour 
lui. *le but de ceue reunion 
fiail de renforcer le role des 
organisations des droits de 


liennes dans les territoires pa- 
lesdniens et son silence par rap¬ 
port & la decision de la Cour su¬ 
preme isradlienne Idgitimam la 
torture sur les prisonniers pales- 
tiniens. Une pratique qui a dtd 
vigoureusement ddnonede la sc- 
maine demidre par le comitd 
anti-torture de l'Onu. 

Plusieurs participants ont es~ 
timd que les rdalisations accom- 
plies dans le cadre de la decla¬ 
ration de Barcelone etaient 
modestes. Les evdnements poJi- 
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l'Homme dans leurs societcs. 
Or. tme bonne partie de ces or¬ 
ganisations implantees dans la 
region font dijd Vobjet de suffi- 
samment de tracasseries el 
n’ont pas besom d’ennuis sup- 
plementaires•. 

11 semblerait de plus que I'on 
reproche & I'ACRI. organisation 
isradlienne membre de la 
FIDH. son soutien a la cons¬ 
truction des colonies israe- 


tiques. et en particulier 
l'impasse actuelle dans laquelle 
se trouve le processus de paix. 
expliquent Hnsuffisance des rd- 
sultats. Certains ont appele 
1'Europe a exercer une pression 
dconomique sur Israel pour 
I'obliger h appliquer les accords 
de partenariat qui insistent sur 
le respect des droits de 
l'Homme par les pays signa- 
taires. Raji Sourani. directeur 


du Centre palestinien des droits 
de l’Homme. se montrait plut6t 
amer au cours de cette rdunion. 

• Malgrc .la condemnation 
d'lsrael par la commission onu- 
sienne des droits de l'Homme 
en ce qui conccme le bondage 
des territoires, I'usage de la 
torture et la politique de colo¬ 
nisation. les Europeens conti- 
nuent etavoir les nternes liens 
ceonoiniques avec Israel-. Raji 
Sourani a rappeid que 72% des 
^ changes com mere i aux de 

• T'Eiai hdhreu se font avec 
1'Europe. 

Outre I'etude des con¬ 
ventions rdgionales et in- 
temationales. laielier a 
discute de ia situation des 
droits civiques. poli¬ 
tiques. dconomiques. so- 
ciaux et cukurels dons les 
socictds arabes. ei en par¬ 
ticulier en Egypte. Les 
questions de torture, de 
droits des femmes el des 
enfants. dc l immigraiion 
ont egalement dtd discu- 
tecs. Le demier jour a lui 
die consacrc -aux ddfis 
des organisations arabes 
des droits de l'Homme^. 
L'institutionnaiisation de 
ces organisations ainsi 
que les relations qu'elles 
entretiennent avec les dif¬ 
fdrents gouvemements 
ont ete des themes assez 

- chauds qui ont provoqud 

d'importants ddbars. 

11 ressort de cette reunion 
une volonte commune dc pour- 
" suivre. ei d'approfondir. le dia- 

• logue euro-mfiditerraneeo afin 
de promouvoir les droits de 
l'Homme dans la rdgion. 

Un rendez-vous a d'ailleure 
’ ddja dtd fixd pour une nouvelle 
rencontre, au Maroc en 1998.B 


Suleiman Sweiss 


Pour la ©nierne 

fois. 1'envoyd spdeial amdricain 
pour le Proche-Oriem, Dennis 
Ross, effectue une tournde 
dans la rdgion pour ten to: de 
relancer le processus de paix. n 
s'est rendu cette semaine en 
Egypte et en Joxdanie oh il a 
rencontre le president Moubar- 
rak et le roi Hussein, et a fait ta 
navette entre le Premier tnihis- 
tre isradlien Benjamin Netanya- 
bou et le prdsidait de 1'Autoritd 
rationale palestinienne Yasser 
Arafat 

Le rdsulmi de cette tournde 
n'incite pour I'instartt pas h 
roptimisme. Depuis plus de 
deux mois, les ndgociations is- 
radlo-palestiniennes sont prati- 
quement bloqudes en raison de 
la politique de colonisation is¬ 
radlienne dans Tensemble de ia 
Cisjordanie et dans la bande de 
Gaza. 

La colonisation 

s'intensiffe, en particulier 
a Jabal Abou Ghneitn, sur 
les hauteurs de Jerusalem. 
Depuis des mois, 

1 ’administration amdri- 

caine dit etre en train 
d'dtudier le lancement 
d'une initiative pour sortir 
de l'impasse. Pour cela, 
elle rmieilie des iddes 
des parties concerndes. 
Cene «recherche* amdri- 
calne se fail au meme 
moment ou les autoritds 
de Tel-Aviv poursuiyent 
activeraent leur politique 
visant h imposer un nou¬ 
veau statu quo, notam- 
meht par le biais deTTa 
confiscation des tmes et 
le retrait des cartes de re¬ 
sidence des Palestiniens. 
Benjamin Netanyahou a 
meme ddclard dimanche _ 
a la suite d'un entretien ^ 
avec Dennis Ross qu'i! ** 


dtait fier d'avoir envoyd les 
bnUdozeis "israSiens a Jabal 
Abou Ghneint, 

"Dans le m&ne temps, un cen¬ 
tre (fdtudes amdricain a rdvdld 
l’existence de plans pour un 
•plus- grand Jdrasalem*- prqpa- 
rds par le nnnistdre de 
Ilntdrieur ianSfeh et la tnairie 
de Jerusalem Ce projet vise h - 
annexer la oeintnre des colonies 
juives h la viHe de Jdrusalern 
afin de constituer une forte ma- 
joritd juive an sein cte la popula¬ 
tion, et faire ainsi avorter toute 
possibility de transformer la 
partie arabe de Jerusalem en 
c^ntale cTun dventuel filter Etat 
palestinien- ' - 
Dans cette .atmosphere emr- 
poisonnde, tes Isradliens, aidds 
par les Atndricains, cherchent 
la reprise (tes ndgodations, 
poor le plaisir tfavoir des ndgo- 
dations. Les Palestiniens esti- 
ment eux que tes ndgodations - 


ont dtd arrStdes pom une 
raison: la politique de colony, 
tion, qui est une violation tteff 
accords d'Oslo. La repns^de 
route discussion est done cop-, 
ditionnee & TarrSt de cette pod- 
tique de colonisation. f. •' 
Accuellement, ' T- 

radministration dnencamc- 

s'einploie i prdparer une 
nion-offideuse entre Israelien 
et Palestiniens. probaWemcnt a 
la idsidence de l'Ambassadeur 
amdricain de . Tel-Aviv. Le 
problfeme de la ddmarche amd- 
ricaiiie est qu'elle refuse tome 
intervention des Nations umes 
ou de 1'Europe pour tenter de 
dftiloquer Aa situation^ Israil 
reste'ainsi I'enfant gatd des 
Etats-Unii - Mais jusqua 
quand?© ' ’•> 


DeGaza, 

HnssanBaiawi 






Dennis Ross s 'est rendu hmdi a Amman ou il a rencontre le roi 
Hussein et le prince Hasson. 


Decouverte 


Le tourisme galopant de Petra 

A 1’instar de Petra qui accueille ciiaque annee plus de touristes, le nombre dechevawc travaillant 


Education 

Le coin des ecoles 


/. ins tar ae reiru tiui uccucmc — -- , j> 

sur le plus important site touristique jordanien ne cesse d’augmenter Pour s occuper d eux, une 

clinique veterinaire, le Brooke Hospital, dispense depuis 1989 des soins gratuits. 


tin numero accrochd a 

l'encolure, les chevaux rega- 
gnent a tour de r61e 1'entrde du 
site du Pdtra. Pour eux, la 
promenade est plutflt courte: ils 
effectuem des alter-retours au 
pas d'environ un kilomdtre pour 
amener les touristes de I'entrde 
du site de Pdtra jusqu'au sikh, 
ddGId ddbouchant vers les tid- 
sors nabatdens. Ce sont bien 
souvent de jeunes enfants qui 
les tiennent en longe sur le par- 
cours. Et leur grand plaisir est 
de les ramener au grand galop 
le soir venu chez eux, dans les 
collines de Pdtra. 

Depuis une trentaine 
d'anndes, le nombre de chevaux 
travaillant a Pdtra ne cesse de 
grossir. Les autoritds touris- 
tiques jordaniennes ont Gxd a 
352 en 1989 le nombre 
d'autorisations permettant de 
faire travailler un cheval sur le 
site. Mais derrifere chaque nu- 
mdro se trouvent plusieurs che- 
vaux. chaque ddtenteur de nu- 
mdro ne souhaitam pas perdre 
une joumde de travail a cause 
de la blessure d'un chevaL 

Car au fll des anndes. ceue 
petite promenade dquestre est 
de venue assez rdmundratrice 
pour bon nombre de proprid- 
taires de chevaux. Dans le prix 
• d'entrde pour Pdtra qu'ils ac- 
quittent, les groupes sont obli¬ 
ges de payer cet aller-retour, 
soit environ 50 francs par per- 
sonne. Et avec environ 3000 
visiteurs par jour en haute sai- 


son, un propridtaire peut espd- 
rer que son cheval transports 
quatre ou cinq touristes dans la 
mdrae joumde, un roulement 
complet des 352 numdros ayant 
^ chaque fois lieu. 

Sur chaque balade, il doit re- 
verser environ 4 francs au 
Brooke Hospital. Situd ' & 
I'entrde du site, cede clinique 
vdtdrinaire a vu le jour en 1988, 
a I'initiative de la princesse Alia 
et de ('organisation anglaise 
Brooke Hospital for animals 
qui poss&de des dtablissements 
similaires en Egypte, en Inde et 
au Pakistan. 

* Depuis le dibut de 
['utilisation des chevaux a Pd¬ 
tra dans les armies 30 jusqu'a 
la fin des anndes 80. il 
n'existait aucun suivi des che¬ 
vaux. Or. il dtait important de 
s'assurer que ceux-ci iravail- 
laient dans de bonnes condi¬ 
tions» explique Mohammad 
H'lalat. directeur du Brooke 
Hospital & Pdtra. Pour ce faire, 
le Brooke Hospital offre une 
panoplie complete de sepices 
gratuits. Lorsqu'un propridtaire 

achdte un nouveau cheval, il 
doit le faire examiner par les 
vdtdrinaires. Tews les quatre 
mois, son cheval sera rfexanu- 
nd. Et s'il possdde un numdro 
pour le faire travailler. il se ver- 
ra remettre une selle et un bri- 
don de bonne qualitd pour dvit- 
er toute blessure. Le forage est 
lui eassi compris, un mardchal- 
ferranl se chargeam de poser 



des fers mdtalliques 
pie ins. En revanche, 
le propridtaire doit se 
plier aux rfegles de 
I'hOpital, et notam¬ 
ment respecter les 
pdriodes de repos im- 
posdes par les vdtdri¬ 
naires en cas de ma la¬ 
dle. blessure ou 
grossesse. Et pour en- 
courager les proprid- 
taires tL prendre soin 
de leurs chevaux. une 
compdtition organi¬ 
sde chaque annde sd- 
lectionne les plus 
belles montures, et 
leurs propridtaires se 
voient remettre du 
mardriel d'dquitation. 

S'il est amend b 
soigner esse nti ele¬ 
ment des chevaux, le 
Brooke hospital 
s'occupe aussi de 
mules, Sues, ch&vres 
et chameaux en fonc- 
tion des besoins de la 
population locale. 

Une vingtaine de per- 
sonnes travailtent 
dans cet dtablisse- 
ment. «La erdation 
de I'hSpital et sa gru- 
tuitd ont encouragi 
bcaucoup de gens & 
acqudrir des che¬ 
vaux », explique Mo¬ 
hammad HTalaL «£r 
on assiste d une aug¬ 
mentation rapide de 
la population dquine. 

Ciiaque annee, enlre 
70 et 50 poulains 
naissent au Brooke . 

Hospital». Le rdsultat Plusieurs 
de cette ddmogra- HospiiaL 
phie dquine dlevde est 
la prdsence de nom¬ 
breux chevaux un peu partout 
dans les jardins de la vilie de 
Wadi Mousa. Mais si le nom¬ 
bre de chevaux augments, le 
nombre d'autori sations reste lui 
pour l'instant le mdme. Et _ la 
pression commence h se faire 
grande du efitd des proprid¬ 
taires qui ne possddent pas en¬ 
core de prdcieux numdro.© 



Chaque mois\ le Jourdain ouvre sa page aux 
centres d’apprentissage dufrangais. Un 
espace riservi aux ecoles , universites ou 
lycees souhaitant paler de leurs activites, ou 
bien aux Sieves dSsirant publier un article. 


En quittant la Jordanie 
le mois demier aprts y avoir 
pass6 treize jours, onze dldves 
du college Edouard Manet de. 
Marseille ne formulaient qu'un 
seul souhait: pouvorr revenir 
un jour dans le royaume hachd- 
mite. Ce voyage dtait organise 
dans le cadre d’un dchange 
avec le college de Nazareth 
d' Amman, douze dl&ves jorda- 
niennes ayant eu la chance 
l'annde pr6cddente de se rendre 
en France. 

Sceur Mounira Helou, direc- 
trice de 1'Ecole Nazareth et 
Madame Marguerite Demetres- 
cu, professeur.de franqais re¬ 
sponsable des dchanges sco- 
laires. ont- ddp)oyd de 
nombreux efforts pour que ce 
groupe soit re^u dans les meil- 
leures conditions possibles. 

En plus des principaux Iieux 
touristiques de Jordanie, les 
dldves frangais, accompagnds 
par un professeur et un con- 
seiller pddagogique, ont pu dd- 
couvrir certaines des institu¬ 
tions du pays. Ds ont 
notamment visitd le Paifement 
jordanien, et ont dtd regus par 
le president de 1’Assemble ra¬ 
tionale, M.Saed al Srour. Ils lui 
ont remis h cette occasion des 


Le Jourdain 




Cinema 


veUritudres dispensent gratuitement des soins au Brooke 


Hussein Abu-Rumman | des chevaux de Pdtra attendant patiemment un client. 


Olivier Bras 


Vous voulez ecrire en frangais? 

Alors n’hesitez-pas a collaborer 
a la redaction du Jourdain. 

Que vous soyez passionne d’economie, 
de politique, de faits de societe ou de 
culture, vos articles nous interessent. 
Pour tout renselgnement, contactez 
Olivier Bras au Star au 645 380 / 652 380. 


Cycle consacrd au rda- 
lisateur Jean-Jacqaes 
Annaud. 



Le 19 mai & 20h30 au 
CCCL, Le nom de la 
rose (1986). . 


Spectacle 

IVfime et Tysme. Spectacle de mime tout public, accessible 
& tous les Sges, sans barrifere de langue. Cinq represent 
tons sont prfivues dans le pays, dont le 22 mai a 20h air 
Centre culhirel royal et le 23 & 20h au college de La Salle. 







Alg^f ... 

^ustraL^ 15 —• _ 

Austrian._^ 

Bahw* 1,u ■*—."...: 

gn0 li3n -''"1’.... 

Bclp® 1 -. „ 

Bulgan 311 . 

Can** 130 . 2 . 

Finnish 

French . 

. German.. 

.. 

Icelandic Consulate - 

Indian. 

Indonesia 11 . 

Iraqi. 

iiolian..—. 

Japanese . 

Kuwaiti .-. 

Libvan . 

Lebanese . 

Moroccan .. — 

Netherlands. — 

New Zealand Consulat 
North Korean 
Norwegian Embassy . 

Omani--- 

Pakistani. 

Palestine. 

People's Rep- of ChuVi 

Philippines.- 

Polish.— 

Qatari.- 

Romanian .. 

Russian. 

Saadi Arabian .— 

Slovenia Honorary Ce 

Sri Lanki.68 

South Korean. 

South Africa..—. 

Spanish.-. 

Sudanese. . 

Swedish .— 

Swiss. 

Syrian............ 

Taiwan.. 

Tunisian.-.. 

Turkish --- 

■\ U.AE.-. 

■ ' United Kingdom.. 

, United States. 

'! YemeD..: 

EEC Delegation. 

ESCWA.... 

' 1CRC. 

i UNDP/WFP ... 

! UNRWA. 

. UNICEF. 

UNESCO.. 


livres de la part de MJean- 
Claude Gaudm, mai re de Mar¬ 
seille et ministre chargtS de 
rAm£oagemeni du territoire, et 
de M.Felix Weygand. prfisidem 
du Conseil g6n6ral des Bou- 
ches-du-Rhdne. 

Au cours de cet 6change. les 
61£ves fianfais ont pu se rendre 
corapte de la liberty de culte qui 
existe dans ce pays, en se ran¬ 
dom h 1'Eglise Nazareth ou 
bien & la Mosqu£e du roi Ab¬ 
dallah. 

Four les adolescents des 
deux pays, cet dchange dtait 
1’occasion de ddcouvrir un pays 
loi ntain possddant une autre 
culture. Ils ont tout d'abord ap- 
pris i se faire des amis k dis¬ 
tance, grSce & une correspon- 
dance rdgultere, puis ont appris 
it se parler, et ainsi h. mi eux se 
connaltre. Des relations qui ont 
fait n^tre entre eux des senti¬ 
ments de respect rdciproque et 
de tolerance, des valeurs essen- 
tielles pour ces ciioyens du 
21 feme sifecle. Et pour les dlftves 
joidamennes. un tel dchange est 
la preuve que -la tongue 
franpaise peut permettre 
rouverture vers d’autres cul¬ 
tures.© 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 66I02V7 

American Centre Library.. 820101 

British Council..636147/8 

French Cultural Centra... 637009 

Goethe Institute.. 641993 

Cerv antes Institute (Spanish)..... 610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Haya Am Centre.665195 

Y.W.CA...turn 

Y-W.M.A...664251 

Darat al Funun...643252 

Alia An Gallery...639303 

Baladna An GaJlerv__657132 

Nabri Al Ma&hini fhc::Te.675571 

Nabil St Hisham's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Pfaza Cinema.100238 

Philadelphia Cinema ... 6W144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club. 8 1049 J 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooing Club..736572 

• Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club...09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library...636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library ..843555 

R.S.C.N...837911/817937 



Government Depts. 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
_of SAFEWAY Bldg. gSHHANA Center - Jatal Alftjssum tr DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The Prime Ministry. 

..64121! 



Amman Greater Municipality.... 

...636111 

Municipalities & Em irunmcm . 

....641393 

Agricultuie... 

....686151 



Awqaf & Islamic Affairs. 

.... 666141 

Hanning . 

.. 644466 

Culture/Jabal Amman. 

... 636391 

Post & Communications .. 

.... 6243UI 

Education & Higher Education . 

..669181 

Public Health . 

...665131 

Encrg> & Mineral Resources. 

...815615 

Public Works & Housinc . 

....668481 

Finance. 

636321 

Social Development. 

... 673191 

Fureien Affairs . 

6443ft! 

Supplies. 

...ft 0 :i 2 ! 

Industry & Trade. 

... 66319! 

Tourism & Antiquities. 

... 642311 

Inj.trmaiion .. 

.641467 

Tran>purt. 

...6414ft] 

Interior Ministrv. ..... 

...6b3m 

Water kilrnsjaiion. 

... 6S0IUU 

Jusnve ... ... . 

... 6t>310) 

Youth / Uimexsii\. 

... h(M70l 


Diplomatic Corps 


.641271/2 

Australian....673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian _ ito i at 


Bulgarian 

Canadian 


Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech . 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 69KXM 


Indonesian 


Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan .693101/3 

Lebanese .641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.691525/694089 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 


Pakistani. 

Palestine. 

People s Rep. of China 
Philippines .. 


Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian .814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish. 614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 


Tunisian. 674307/8 


U.A.E. 643347/643341 

Uni led Kingdom..823106 

United States. 820101 


EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 


UNDP/WFP..668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Acromexico..... 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India . 688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia......625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

America West Airlines.694802 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings. 894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 69384S/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways . 828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines.. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air......653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air... 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM.:....622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa......601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Pblish Airlines .625981 

Qan(a 5 .862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAiroays.694801/2 

TAROM' Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.....(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 


Police. 

Civil Defence H.Q. 

Fire Brigade. 

Ambulance. . 

Blood Bank . 

Trjflic Police .... 62 
Traffic Accidents. 

Hi eh was Police. 


192/6211II 
19.1/198/1 y9 
.. 62209U/93 

.199 

. 775121 

5943/63970.1 
.. 897467/S 
. .. 7871)1 


I 


Hospitals 

Aklch Materniiv .. .642441/2 
Al-Ahli. Abdali .. .0O4IM/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrjlieh . 775111/26 
Al-Muasher Hospital. Wi722?/9 

Amal Hospital.ti?4i55 

Arm>. Mjrku.KMItal i/|5 

Hussein Medical Ccnire . S1381.1 
Italian-Al-Muhajreen. 777101/3 
Jabal Amman Malcmiiv 642362 
Khaledi Mjtemits . .* M 42 K 1/6 
Malhas. J. Amman . .. . old(4) 
Palestine. Shmcisani . 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital. 602240/50 

Shmcisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

, Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints . ... 896391) 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Telev ision.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.7741 1 1/[9 

Post Office Info. 750981/2/3 

Telephone Information. 121 


Hotel Suites 

®. Luxury TeJ 
® Comfort 

J| Service 
9. Location 


Sweifvieh 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


Ammon 


Ptea 

-Hut 


" Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal ” 

“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 






True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel .*666705 



Aqaba Hotels 



Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pisa for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 





ce; •? r. 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen, 


Beauty Institute 

O facials 

O Potty <kin treatment 
O Make-up 

6 European manicures <Ai 
padteurcs 



Make Car 
Rental Simple 

y.V/Mf/a./.’rV 

Til: 69539$ 


Many Villas. & Apartcments 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rem & Sale 

for more information please 
cal! 
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Cure Restaurant 

Different 


&-/-V 




NOW OPEN FOB 
LUNCH ft DINNER 




The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near A hliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:JOp.rn 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 



Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 

* it * * 

For resen ations ca11 (03) 316636 R 

Fax (03)318246 | 



Ctfficv V) s:r 

Tel: T7SIV'> l ns: TSll.fi l 


S ii fe w a v - T e 1: 6853 11 
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*Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
♦Darning 

'Engraving 

'Upholstery A Carpet Cleaning 
Al - later & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Teh 679947 & 821656 



1 

I : 


josffhjANARD B E R_N.D BERGER iy * 

wiUckses iiiy ■' 

Al - Jaber Skopping Center ; Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE ^ CARRIAGE CA RRIAGE 

TW%- * wfr Wasr 

(Lv ^ Fax 

^^lAGf cARRiAGE V RentaCar carriage carriage 


d 


Wasfi Al- Tal SL 


. Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 


■* "****! : >n? r-r ^ 

- ^ l—' £ 1^ X \ _ / V».- it IV .»• ■»- ■;_- i i , F . 

we offer:- j; 

Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check <=• 

❖ Automatic &. Manual car wash services wheel balance maintanance . - 

❖ Oil Change ' . n 

Wasfi AI-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 ‘ 



c-08% S Not 031 “ m 

created equal 

y _ A Touch Of Class In 

&& True Arabian Style 


I 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Sy&fi Al- Shmeisaniy Near Ata Aliy Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 . 


CL : \ "■ /'“*?. ’ ' >■* 

’ 7 ! '7'. ■ 



























































































































































































































5Z5EB5B9E5m5E5SS. : 




M 


10 THE STAR 


A 


T 



-t> j* 




H£W 


om 


THE STAR'S 




!KUijtgs-.as- v -. 

;l 

vUtfl' cVI 

K^I 




COMPUTING! & HIGH tECH 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 



The Internet's role in technology transfer: 

Too wide of a gap to 
bridge? Not! 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 


CONSIDER THE change of 
limes: in the 18th century it 
took the French a long time to 
hear of the American War of 
Independence's ideals that 
would inspire their own revolu¬ 
tion later on. 

These ideals had to be 
brought back by French soldiers 
who fought alongside the 
American's and had to take a 
long journey back home. 
Should this affair have hap¬ 
pened today, the French 
wouldn't have needed to travel 
to and back from the US. rather 
they would have only needed to 
check out a web page of the 
American revolution o r use the 
file transfer protocol (FTP1 to 
download some documents 
across the Internet.' 

Telecommunications is mak¬ 
ing human interaction and 
exchange of ideas easy and effi¬ 
cient. and the Internet—the 
result of the marriage of infor¬ 
mation and telecommunication 
technology—made the 

exchange of ideas and informa¬ 
tion cost effective and hence 
economically viable. 

A programmer in Jordan can 
easily connect to a program¬ 
mers' news group or web page 
and exchange ideas and exper¬ 


tise with American. Indian and 
European programmers with¬ 
out the need to actually travel 
to these areas and incur the 
high costs of traveling. This 



new reality is behind many 
conclusions that the Internet 
will be instrumental in bridg¬ 
ing the information and tech¬ 
nological gap between the rich 
industrial North and the poor 
developing South. 

Reuters reported that Bill 
Gates, the founder of Micro¬ 
soft which dominates com¬ 
puter operating systems and 
software, has said, during a 
recent visit to South Africa, 
that "the Internet is the single 
most important tool that will 
open Africa up to the rest of 


the world, it is the future of 
communication worldwide and 
Africa is not as far behind as 
some people believe." 

The strategic decision by 
Microsoft to establish a base in 
South Africa underlines the 
widespread belief that the Afri¬ 
can continent, and the develop¬ 
ing world at large, arc poised 
to witness greater use of infor¬ 
mation technology which is 
imperative for economic devel¬ 
opment in the 21 st century. 
Microsoft is therefore position¬ 
ing itself in a convenient place 
to capitalize on the continent's 
anticipated surge in IT use. 

Reuters' report further 
added that South Africa, by far 
the continent's most technol¬ 
ogy sawy country, had 34 
computers for every 1000 peo¬ 
ple as opposed to the 300 com¬ 
puters per 1000 rate in the 
United States. However. Bill 
Gates expressed his conviction 
that a remarkable growth in 
Africa's use of IT is inevitable 
which justifies establishing a 
strong presence of his com¬ 
pany and other IT firms. 

Coinciding with Bill Gates' 
African "prophecies." was the 
news published by Pyramid 
Research that Prodigy—the 
world's third Internet Service 
Provider fISPi—is embarking 
on an ambitious plan to con¬ 
nect Africa to the Internet. 


One signs x.25 
contract with the Arab Bank 


GLOBAL ONE Communica¬ 
tions' Lid has recently signed a 
contract to provide the Arab 
Bank with an X.25 network. 

The Arab Bank is the largest 
bank in Jordan, and one of The 
Arab World's largest financial 
institutions, with more than 35H 
branches worldwide. 

The bank's decision to adopt 
an X.25 network was made to 
enable the exchange of data 
securely and reliably among iis 
branches. This, of course, w ill 
result in more advanced cus¬ 
tomer services. 

Global One offer' a .single 
source for the data needs of 
businesses, carriers and consu¬ 
mers around the world Global 
One has more than 2VO > 
employees and over 2 . 2 W* 
points of presence in more than 


1 MO countries. 

Commenting on 
the agreement. Mr 
lnind Ayoub. gen¬ 
era! manager of 
Global One staled 
that “we are very 
pleased to be work¬ 
ing with the Arab 
Bank on such an 
very important part of their 
communications network." 

.Staling satisfaction on part 
of the Arab Bunk was Mr Eyad 
Shukairy, senior regional man¬ 
ager of the Information Sys¬ 
tems Division at the Arab 
Bank, who said. "We are 
pleased to choose Global One 
and we look forward to 
enhance the efficiency and reli¬ 
ability of our global communi¬ 
cations network." 


Global^ 



rr DuikSc tir f 
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The installation of such X.25 
networks is part of Global 
One’s comprehensive services 
in Jordan. 

Global One Communications 
(Jordan) Lid is part of Global 
One International, the global 
joint-venture between Deutsche 
Telekom. France Telecom and 
Sprinu 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Global One/5prirn Jordan at 
telephone 700301. H 


Prodigy is backing Alricu-On- 
Line for a major expansion in 
Africa that would target African 
countries ranging Irmn Egypt in 
South Africa. The TargeleJ 
number of ” Africa-On-Line" 
accounts in these nvn countries 
only is I *5.1 HIM jiuI 
respectively \inc.i-On-l.ino. 
iis flume being :: vicar iiuil.ilion 
of the World's number one PsP 
Amcrica-On-Line, i' aLo ur¬ 
ged ng scvern/ othei \ mean 
countries in ii- e*. pension 
stages. Such a Jcvelopmein m i 
major pan of the developing 
world, would only enhance the 
Internet situation in the comi- 
ncnl and spur further increase 
in I he use of IT in economic, 
educational anJ lecieaiional 
arenas. Concurrent with Airica- 
On-Line's endeavors .ire other 
efforts in African countries, 
such as Tunisia, winch issued 
licenses for ISP’s io induce the 
use of lhe Iniern.'i m the 
country. 

While the gap separating the 
French from the Americans 2»x> 
years ago was the great "un¬ 
bridgeable" Adamic, it seems 
that the Third World's gap wiih 
the North i' easily bridged by a 
phone call, a modem and .in 
Internet account ED 

email: 

A bbassj '& N ETS.com J o 


News update 


New printers from Epson 
9 Epson, one of the world's 
leading printer and peripheral 
manufacturers, has announced 
a series of net* primers in the 
inkjet category. 

These are pan of Lhe Stylus 
series and include four new 
i*idor models, called the Stylus 
O'loi Si Hi. 1520. 40U and 600. 


All printers function with 
Apple Macintosh and IBM PC 
operating systems. The latter 
I wo (Stylus Color 400 and 
w >n i utilize the advanced 
printing teal arcs offered by 
Microsoft Windows’ different 
versions. 


Navigator which Hes at around 
57 percent or 58 percent mar¬ 
ket share. 

The Internet browsers war is 
at its height with millions of 
new users coming on-line 
every quarter. For now, it 
seems that Netscape needs to 
come up with a counter-attack 
plan. Some analysts predict 
that Netscape's new package, 
titled ‘Netscape Communica¬ 
tor' will lock out arising com¬ 
petition from Microsoft 
Explorer. At the end of the day, 
Internet users will decide. 


Explorer gains in on 
Navigator 

• From the looks of it. Micro¬ 
soft Explorer is narrowing its 
market gap with Netscape 
Navigator. 

According to a study pub¬ 
lished by SITE Magazine. 
Explorer's share of the Internet 
browser market jumped from 
12 percent in early 1996 to 35 
percent in early 1997: there¬ 
fore. gaining in on Netscape 


IBM slashes ThinkPad 
prices in the Middle East 
• In the first quarter of this 
year. IBM slashed the prices of 
two of its most popular Think¬ 
Pad notebooks. The price 
reductions are as high as 22 
percent Also, IBM announced 
upgraded features and advance¬ 
ments in its ThinkPad 365 and 
560 models. For more informa¬ 
tion on IBM PCs in Jordan, 
contact Special Systems Co. 
(SSC) at telephone 682131 or 
General Computers & Elec¬ 
tronics I'GCE) at 5513879. 


Global One is the Only provider of full Internet services in Jordan. Global^^^ 

■ ■ aja 


Sales Depatment Tel: 685101 • Fax: 700328 E-mail: info@go.com.jo http:// www.go.com.jo 
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Upgrading. yourdfl$&£^ 4 ; '■>' 

Motherboards & pj**£s^rs 


since Windows 95 came oat arid all. -- .. 

these very^demanding, graphic^,* 
intensive applications emerged.:. / 

Faced by The' ..prospects - of being 
left behind, on the one. hand, mid 
being unableto’operate manyappK-- 
cations, on the other, you’re prbb- : 
ably considering one of two optiopsi j 
Ether throwing away yom-CWfeiir* 

PC 05 purchase a brand new on£ ort), „ „ . _... 

fast new Peniibaru ’ .’ 


& 

h fc* 

& 

» * 

w 1 

HI 

£1 I 


V 
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The second choice is probably, fl. better i 
a lot of money, particularly as mostrf 5 «nH' coii^afe^oa 5 ^. j 
pones ts wiD do the job fine as part of ian upgraded gro.-. 


After all, your monitor's resohaito is stfU 







mi 


Upgrading basically involves the procedure bf rtmovih^ 
your current motherboard, that is the m&i board fouritf inside 
yoor computer case, and' replacing it'with a ifca£'. 

includes newer components.’ TfcaE rs^.the 

description of die procedurerfeut itdoe$ i nvobreAaorc,: r>’-* j MMz 

For example, if you arcJuckyenougbtqhaV^ 

‘advanced* 486 uwtherboaKfe vrfuc 6 

the microprocessor, zad plug-in a Pentium ptpcxsspru^ead^f 
then you will basically ' need to makea nriar^Hpobssw^ 
upgrade, which should cost you, around ballf of 1 ’the honnaS 
cost associated with altering bo&' feothCfboarclS^a ^ 
processor • : :7).;; J -: • 

Having a removable 486 processor also opens iiujg . 1 v 

opportunity for OverDrive upgrades, WfridTarejHOcesi^^ ? 

that double or triple your current processorsy -clock-speedv^ ’ - 

delivering Itentinm performance, although mot .Dec^ssarily^'- 
implanting-a Pentium into your system. Whygoluran\Chrer<- 
Drive when you can get the real thing? Well, somedmes^486- 
motherboards support OverDrive upgrades but oadrot 
Intel Pentium processors, mainly due to their design.; / ' 

Anyway, after identifying your tnotherboanfs t^peabd; 
fuxfing out whether you need to ‘dump* it .completely* or 
whether to simply replace your processor, you ^filt proWWy- 
begin to shop around for the required components. - --, i. M 

On the Jordanian market, a mothetboard with al33MH5v " 

Pentium microprocessor, is {Kitted between JD 220 to Jp300.r 
The processor itself is about $150 (JD 105), white nkSher- - 
boards are priced from JD 100 to JD 150. tf 133MH&jsn'£l4 
enough for you, a'Pentium 166MHz. processbrvrillaist: • 
around JD 100 more, bringing the total— mefudrag motfe"- 
board— to around JD 350 to JD 390. . ; - i v • 

Bargaining won't do you much good, when k comes to the 
Intel microprocessor, but you can get a disebunt on the moth-V. 
erboard, or you can explore the offers provided by. many > 
motherboard supplies. Almcst every computer company ;in " 

Jordan can offer you motherboards. .i.-vy 

Upgrading is always a good idea when you’ ve got a*limited" 
budget to spend cm improving, your computer set-iip. It's also, ; 
a nice option if you feel comfortable with your own computer^ 
and its parts. Although this may .sound strange,' blit titeny i 
users love their machines and would hate to-part witfi thm^j 
Upgrading the gets of your favourite computer Mil giye iia: 
new, more powerful spirit, while retaining its-atradi^^'-, 
character. Weigh your different onions,- and.goad 

urutr f 'nr ' .‘‘mnil*-*: i-.t 
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Barcelona favored to win 


fourth Cup Winners title 


ROTTERDAM —Barcelona will be with¬ 
out their hard-tackling defender Miguel 
Angel Nadal when they auempi to win the 
European Cup Winners' Cup for an 
unprecedented fourth time against holders 
Paris Sl Germain Wednesday. 

Nadal was sent off during the second 
leg of Barcelona’s semifinal victory over 
Fiorentino which earned him a iwo-maicb 
ban. 

But Bobby Robson is expected to recall 
French defender Laurent Blanc to the side 
after Blanc missed Saturday's 1-0 Span¬ 
ish league win over Real Madrid hrough 
injury. 

Brazilian Giovanni, injured against 
Real, is expected to be fit but will prob¬ 
ably be on the bench rather than in the 
starting line-up. 

Barcelona's preparations for the match 
were hit on Tuesday when their flight to 
Rotterdam was delayed for four hours 
because of a bomb scare. 

• Initially the players were in good spirits 
but. as the delay lengthened, Robson and 
the rest of the squad became decid¬ 
edly irritable and finally got 
to their beds well past 
midnight. 

The match 
could well be 
an open, 
attacking one. 
with a fasci¬ 
nating battle in 
prospect 
between 

Ronaldo, Barcelona’s Brazilian who has 
scored 32 goals this season, and the Bra¬ 
zilians in the French side, Leonardo and 
Rai. 

PSG showed in the second leg of rheir 
semifinal against Liverpool that they can 
withstand an attacking bombardment 
because although they lost that match 2-0 
they still went through 3*2 on aggregate 
after destroying Liverpool with a con¬ 



trolled attacking dis¬ 
play in the first leg. 

PSG have no sus¬ 
pensions to worry 
about and are 
expected to field 
their strongest side 
as they bid to 
become the first 
team in the competi¬ 
tion's 36-year his¬ 
tory to retain the 
trophy, 

"Barcelona have 
been better organ¬ 
ised in recent weeks 
but I can't see any 
big difference 
between us and 
them. We may not 
be favourites but 
everybody talks 
more about their 
players individ¬ 
ually than 
about Barce¬ 
lona as a 
team," 

PSG's Brazil¬ 
ian coach 
Ricardo said. 

“I'm not bul- 
iding a team to coun¬ 
ter Ronaldo. Gio¬ 
vanni, Figo or De la 

Pena. In a Final you must express your¬ 
self. Few lea ms have won a final by rely¬ 
ing on counter-attacks alone. 

Ricardo, however, has a special plan to 
counter Ronaldo, a player he knows from 
training camps with Brazil in 1994, by 
assigning Bruno N'Gotty to shadow him. 

“I always play my best matches against 
the best players. Personally, l wish to 
become one of the best defenders there is 
and it’s a fine opportunity to prove what I 
can do," N'Gotty said. 



Ronaldo 


Probable teams: 


Barcelona - Viior Baia. Sergi Baijuan. 
Laurent Blanc. Abelardo Fernandez. 
Albert Ferrer. Joscp Guanliola, Luis 
Enrique, Ivan de la Pena. Hristo Stoich- 
kov, Luis Figo. Ronaldo. 

Paris St. Germain - Bernard Lama: 
Laurent Fournier, Bnino N'Gotty, Paul Le 
Guen. Jimmy Algerine*. Jerome Leroy. 
Benoit Cauet, Vincent Guerin. Leonardo. 
Rai. Patrice Loko. ■ 


Baresi caD^^ ^C Mflaii to show its pride 


Veteran skipper Traneo. Barea said Monda y 
flstit ottiy prltie conid eara AC Milsn a ptaceiri the UEFA . 
Cop next season, ' -;v. v \V -j 

' MSaxi are airrentl^riintit lii the Serin A after Sonday’s. 
3-1 rictory over R^iahta,anti only jn : 

Eukop«-: • ' t-- . W.- ’ ' ’ = . 

8areri,37, and to tds 2Qtfa season with the Kaftan chain-:! 
pions, sakk.^Tbe UEFA Ctrp zone is four points away, 
which meaxtt lhat in the last four matches of flie season, . 
WeTt have to mn 10 pointer 

“We’re aware of the difficalty, bat we*ye got to shorn- our . 

■pride.*..-'- ... 

Coaeh Arrtgo Sacdti has criticised Sm .fora for Sts w&A -' 
lively stow game, and they are heafia g fm^ trimbie ta. 
Thursday gainst Parma, wiiose fasL aggnsstve play has 


taken them to second in the table. 

. :Btte^ krids “Football today is pfoyed at a very high 
mid Sacchl is right io say that the rhythm of our 
gameis fairly low.” 

-•! But having said tftaVwe mustn't forget that we are still 

.AqMOan... 

1 “Ewiy Me ef i^flras to give everything they have — and 
that's scmetlring that for various reasons hasn't happened 

ilhd 'iauMi ** 


this season^ . 

Bares! is triddy ispected to hang up Ms boots in June, 
hefthre moykg udo a executive career in the Milan suburbs 
vrift Mooza. ACMftan recently brou^it the third divisiem- 
^Ide tpfo themam^ement ef its youth teams. 

. -; Bit Krai, wonra not be drawn on the subject, saying; 
^Me at Mpoza? Fve read about h in, tire newspapers.” I 


Rallying in Jordan grows 

by the year 
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ITS RALLY time. Today. 
Thursday is the start of the 
Jordan International Rally 
that will last till tomorrow. 
Friday. 

The first rally held in Jordan 
was something of a social 
occasion for the invited par¬ 
ticipants. It had a secret route 
and ended in a picnic among 
the trees and greenery of the 
hills near Mahis. The date 
was 1964 and the winner was 
non other than His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

This was the humble start 
of what has grown and devel¬ 
oped into the highly competi¬ 
tive sport that it is today. 
Nobody dreamed that Jordan 
would be considered for 
inclusion in the world cham¬ 
pionship series of rallies less 
than two decades later. 

The rallies that were held in 
the 1960's did not rely on 
speed to determine the winner 
but were decided on the skills 
of navigation and split-second 
timing. Details of the route 
were only given to competi¬ 
tors at the start and there 
were numerous secret hidden 
checkpoints to judge the 
accuracy of the competing 
cars in keeping with the 
schedules. 

Some of the leading crews 
became so adept at this type 
of competition that often the 
results were determined on 
the difference of oniy one or 
two seconds after a full day's 
driving. 

In the 1960's all rallies had 
been held over asphalt roads 
as the cars that look part were 
completely standard and in 
the majority of cases repre¬ 
sented die normal daily trans¬ 
port of the competitors. There 
were no special rally cars in 
those days. 

The only preparation that 
was considered necessary was 
the removal of the wheel hub 
caps and perhaps the fitting 
of a couple of spotlights 
which was more for cosmetic 
effect than for practicality. 
The only other equipment 
needed was a stop-watch and 
also a pair of string-backed 
gloves. 

Several of Jordan’s leading 
businessmen were drivers in 
the pioneer days of rallying. 
Second generation involve¬ 
ment can be seen in several 
instances, the most notewor- 
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thy being that of His Majesty 
King Hussein who was a reg¬ 
ular participant in the early 
days and his sons HRH Prince 
Abdallah and HRH Prince 
Faisal, who is now the Chair¬ 
man of the Motor Sport in 
London. 

Rallies in Jordan have 
reached every comer of the 
Kingdom and have utilized 
more of the roads and tracks 
that ore considered suitable. 
Jordan also boasted the geo¬ 
graphically lowers rally in the 
world. In 1985 and 1990 the 
international event visited the 
Dead Sea, almost 400 metres 
below sea level. 

Rallies in Jordan took a 
giant step forward in 1983 
when the main event was 
granted International status 
by the Federation Interna¬ 
tional du Sport Automobile 
(FISA), the world body gov¬ 
erning motor sport. This 
resulted in foreign competi¬ 
tors taking part for the first 
time. 

In 1984 the annual Jordan 
Rally was included in the 
newly established Middle 
East Rally Championship 
which grouped our event 
with the international rallies 
held in Kuwait, Bahrain. 
Qatar, Dubai and Oman. The 


creation of the championship 
called for manifold- changes 
and improvements in order to 
meet the stringent demands 
for quality and safety made 
by FIA, all of which have 
been met and in some cases 
exceeded. 

The very sophisticated and 
complicated requirements of 
organizing an International 
Rally involve the support and 
cooperation of many govern¬ 
ment departments, official, 
semi-official and private 
organizations as well as the 
deployment of hundreds of 
volunteers during the event. 

Several government minis¬ 
tries such as Customs, Inter¬ 
ior, Public Works, Informa¬ 
tion, Health and Tourism are 
involved and the police and 
civil defence forces play a 
very active role in security 
and safety aspects. 

The armed forces too are 
an essential element as they 
assist in providing communi¬ 
cations via radio networks 
and in the provision of heli¬ 
copters. Several government 
hospitals and doctors are on 
standby during every rally in 
case of need. However, the 
nature of the construction of 
modem rally cars and the 
uncompromising safety 



requirements make ~pbysie^i 
injuries to drivers .extrecriefy: 
rare, even - in the event - 1 ’of- ' \ 
serious'accidents. 11 

The support of “Royal Jof-;'->;7-; ! 
daman,” has .been close! vanij ';<& ■ 
of long standing. The orgft- ' 

nizers rely on “Royal Jordan*_ 
man” to transport fobeigo' 1 .*'■ 
crews, journalists and gaesrts~ :fx- 
to Jordan, a service which - :is"’ * 
very appreciated. V.; : 

The Jordan Rally is knock-' 

»ng on the door of the World 
Rally Championship. They -'; 
have been assured that thejf 
are one of the main 
dates for inclusion at the jSTSt ; _ 
opportunity that L present^-;; ; 
itself. ' : 

This is a significant acco^ -. ^ v 
lade for the Kingdom and for. ‘ 

the organizing com mi beeTas : 

it shows that the RaDy 
achieved a status and " 

daid that makes it; worthy'of ^y/;,: 
that honour. - 

Judging ’ by .. the rapid V: ; ;7 ’ 
progress in the past few years. 
and the unconditional support i-_.; 
of the government and major ’ -- 
institutions > such as RoyaK • • 
Jordanian. . if . seems^ nmst - 7 
probably that Jordan will_bc'. 
placed firmly on. the map. of .' ... 
World Class Railing coon-. 4 
tries in the not ..too; distant 
future. ■ J . > v • 
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